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Even Christians sometimes fear death. No one knows 
just what the experience will be like for him, or how he 
will face it.. With his marvelous insight, John Bunyan 
showed how different may be the attitudes of believers at 
the time of death. “Christian began to sink, and crying out 
to his good friend Hopeful, he said, ‘I sink in deep waters; 
the billows go over my head; all his waves go over me. 
Selah.’ Then said the other, ‘Be of good cheer, my brother: 
I feel the bottom, and it is good.’” But Christian still 
doubted, and “a great darkness and horror fell upon him. 
.. . Hopeful therefore here had much ado to keep his 
brother’s head above water.” But both got safely over the 
river. In Job, death is called the “king of terrors” (18:14), 
and even in the New Testament it is called an enemy 
(1 Cor. 15:26). It is true that, for believers, Christ has 
removed the sting of death (1 Cor. 15:55); but to the 
flesh it is repulsive. Richard Baxter, one of the early Pres- 
byterians (1615-1691), wrote a remarkable treatise of two 





hundred pages on Philippians 1:23, “For I am in a strait 
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ, which is far better.” In a fine passage on the imper- 
fection of our present knowledge and the perfect knowledge 
we shall have in Heaven, he wrote: “So far should we be 
from fearing death, through the fear of losing our knowl- 
edge, or any of the means of knowledge, that it should make 
us rather long for the world of glorious light, that we may 
get out of this darkness, and know all that with an easy 





Richard Baxter on the Fear of Death 


look, to our joy and satisfaction, which here we know with 
troublesome doubtings, or not at all. Shall we be afraid of 
darkness in the heavenly light, or of ignorance, when we 
see the Lord of glory? And as for the loss of sermons, 
books, and other means, surely it is no loss to cease the 
means when we have attained the end. Cannot we spare 
our winter clothes, as troublesome, in the heat of summer, 

and sit by a hot fire without gloves? Cannot we sit at 

home without a horse or coach, or set them by at our 
journey’s end? Cannot we lie in bed without boots and 
spurs? Is it grievous to us to cease our physic [medicine] 

when we are well? Even here, he is happier that hath least 

of the creature, and needeth least, than he that hath much - 
and needeth much; because all creature commodities and 

helps have also their discommodities and troublesomeness; 

and the very applying and using so many remedies of our 

want is tedious of itself: and as God only needeth nothing, 

but is self-sufficient, and therefore only perfectly and essen- 

tially happy, so those are likest God that need least from 

without, and have the greatest plenitude of internal good- 

ness. What need we to preach, hear, read, pray, to bring 

us to Heaven, when we are there?” “For we know in part, 

and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect 

is come, then that which is in part shall be done away... . 

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to 

face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as 

also I am known” (1 Cor. 13:9, 10, 12). 





Lesson for September 25 in this issue 


Lesson 13.—Micah’s View of True Religion. 
Micah 6:1-8. 
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HE repeated exhortations that 

Christ Himself has given to us to 

watch, to wait, and to live in a 
state of instant preparedness for His 
coming dispose of all idea of any pro- 
longed warning before the day of His 
appearing. There are those who say 
that if Christ actually is coming again, 
we shall surely have some arresting in- 
timation of His approach; that the cry 
will certainly go forth in a way that 
none can misunderstand; and that such 
a momentous happening could not pos- 
sibly take place without that prelim- 
inary intimation. All that can be said 
in regard to any such contention is 
that, if such be the case, then language 
ceases to have any meaning for us. 
Christ’s urgent warnings against -un- 
readiness, the force of His parables 








concerning the lightning flash and the 
unannounced thief in the night, are un- 
mistakable in their meaning to those 
who read them in all their simplicity, 
which, indeed, is the only way of 
rightly reading the sacred Scriptures. 

There will be no signs beyond those 
already given, which are neither few 
nor obscure. Now the one who at- 
tempts to fix a date for the coming of 
the Lord is guilty of presumption, 
which is certain to recoil upon himself. 
We do not know when the Lord is 
likely to appear: but we may certainly 
know when He is not coming, for He 
will not come on any one day that has 
ever been foretold. That much is 
plainly evident from His own declara- 
tion. Yet although we cannot and must 
not go beyond His own Word as to the 











uncertainty of the hour—so uncertain 
as to be hidden from Himself in the 
voluntary self-limitation of His human- 
ity—there are broad evidences in re- 
gard to the end of the age that are 
made very clear for our guidance. 


He who will take the Word of God 
as his sole and sufficient guide cannot 
fail to realize that, just as Christ’s in- 
carnation was prepared for by proph- 
ecies clear and definite, concerning 
which, if the men of His own day had 
given heed, they would have realized 
that in Him was the fulfillment of all 
their hopes—so,.in regard to His second 
coming, the way has been made very 
plain for our understanding. Indeed, it 
is positively anticipated in Scripture 
that His people will be able to recog- 
nize the imminence of that great event. 
Are they not told to exhort one another 
to holy living and zealous service so 
much the more earnestly as they see 
the day approaching? (Heb. 10:25.) 


What then, and where, are the signs? 
Is it possible to identify the events 
of the present day with the things 
that are foretold in the Word of God 
as marking the end of the present 
dispensation, and as immediately preced- 
ing His coming? There are two diffi- 
culties that, in the minds of those who 
hold and are influenced by them, re- 
move the possibility of the Lord’s com- 
ing from the immediate present into 
the far-remote future. First, there is 
the statement of Christ himself that 
“this Gospel of the Kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations, and then shall the end 
come” (Matt. 24:14). Second, on the 
warrant of that word, men have built 
up the theory that the world will get 
better and better under the preaching 
of the Gospel; that the nations will be 
bound together in increasing close and 
strong ties of brotherhood; that im- 
provements upon every level of human 
interest will take place; and that, when 
all is perfected, the King will come to 
reign over a kingdom that man has al- 
ready prepared. 


It is difficult to understand how any- 
one can maintain such delusive opti- 
mism in face of the conditions in the 
world today. Christ did not say that 
the whole world was to be converted 
before He comes. He merely declared 
that the Gospel of the Kingdom should 
be preached throughout the world “for 
a witness.” The purpose of God in 
this dispensation is to take out of the 
world a people to His name (Acts 15: 
14). When we hear of the translation 
and distribution of the Word of God 
into hundreds of dialects and languages 
and that in every nation there are 
small companies of believers gathered 
out into the name of Christ—all this 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“My presence shall go with thee, 
and I will give thee rest” (Exod. 
33:14). 
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surely confirms the nearness of the 
coming of the Lord. 

Now to turn to the positive indi- 
cations of the approaching end of the 
age, and of the coming of the Lord. 
Are the signs foretold in the Word of 
God rightly identified with the events 
of today? Let us look at the signs in 
the world, and the signs in the Church. 

As far back as the Prophecy of Hag- 
gai, the divine purpose in relation to 
the future coming of the Son of God 
is thus declared. “I will shake all na- 
tions, and the desire of all nations 
shall come” (Hag. 2:7). Think also of 
the conditions that are foretold. One 
of those immediately precedent to the 
coming of Christ is abounding lawless- 
ness. And surely never was authority 
at such a discount as today. Is not 
such expression of love to God as seen 
in reverence for His Word, His house, 
and His day not fading out of our 
modern life? 

The Book of Daniel, so full of pro- 
phetic interest, has foretold that before 
His coming great restlessness would 
characterize life; that men would go to 
and fro throughout the earth; that there 
would be a great increase of knowledge. 

Paul, writing to Timothy, declares 
that “in the last days” men shall be 
“ever learning, and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 
3:1, 7). Was there ever an age in which 
there was sucha thirst for knowledge 
as today? Was there ever an age when 
men wrested her secrets from nature 
as they do today? We at times feel, 
surely, that knowledge has increased 
beyond all our dreams, but are men cor- 
respondingly increasing in the knowl- 
edge and love of God’s truth? Rather 
does this advance in knowledge syn- 
chronize with apostasy from the truth. 

Again we read: “There shall come in 
the last days scoffers, walking after 
their own lusts, and saying, Where is 
the promise of his coming?” (2 Pet. 
3:3, 4.) Is not that characteristic of 
life today? Is not the world full of 
scoffers—men who openly scoff at re- 
ligion and at the mere thought of the 
visible reign of Christ; men who walk 
after their own lusts, who gratify their 
own vain desires, who live for them- 
selves, and unto themselves, as though 
Christ had never come into the world 
to save men from their sins. 

We know, too, how true it is that 
“men shall be lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God; having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power 
thereof” (2 Tim. 3:4, 5). And do we 
not see a form of godliness in our 
midst that is, nevertheless, to a large 
extent, powerless? 

Again, in 2 Timothy 4:3, 4: “The 
time will come when they will not en- 
dure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; and they 
shall turn away their ears from the 
truth.” And “the Spirit speaketh ex- 
pressly, that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils” (1 Tim. 4:1). The old-fashioned 
Gospel of the shed blood, of the re- 





generating power of the Holy Spirit, of 
out-and-out consecration of life—are 
these things being preached in ou 


churches today? 
names are legion. 
Now what are the signs in the 
church? They are both dark and 
bright. Among true believers, those 
who in every church name the name of 
Christ with love and faith and rey. 
erence—what are the signs among 
them? We are warned that in the lat- 
ter days His people shall be persecuted; 
that they shall be betrayed one by an- 
other; and that they shall be hated of 
all men for His name’s sake. Today we 
see a process of sifting going on. Be- 
lievers are being tested by the offense 
of the Cross as never before. And 
when we find many turning ‘to a 
broader pathway than that of Christ’s 
order, unwilling to risk unpopularity 


False teachers?—their 


‘by an open expression of allegiance to 


the Son of God, we may know that 
these are the last days that He foretold. 

On the other hand, there is in the 
church an intense longing for holiness 
of life, for an experience of the power 


(Continued on page 703) 





Ss Notes on” 
>Op en letters 


Who Are the “Saints” 
in Job 5:1? 


A question was put to me in Sun- 
day school today that I was not able 
to answer to my own (and I fear to 
no one else’s) satisfaction. Can you 
please help me? The question: What 
did Eliphaz mean by the word 
“saints” in Job 5:12? What did he 
mean by “turning to the saints’?— 
A Wisconsin reader. 

The word “saints” in Job 5:1 is lit- 
erally “holy ones,” in other words, the 
angels. 

As Philip Schaff’s Commentary shows, 
Eliphaz’s argument here is, “All thy 
complaining against God will be of no 
avail to thee; not one of the heavenly 
servants of God in Heaven, to whom 
thou mightest turn thyself, will regard 
thy cry for help, not one of them will 
intercede with God for thee, and spare 
thee the necessity of humbling thyself 
unconditionally and penitently beneath 
the chastening hand of God.” “If thou 
art disposed to challenge God’s deal- 
ings with thee, make the attempt; enter 
thy protest; but before whom? The 
angels, the holy ones of Heaven? Be- 
hold they are not pure before God, 
and being holy, they are conscious of 
their inferiority; will they entertain 
thy appeal? Where then is thy plea to 
find a hearing?” 

It is interesting to note that the Latin 
Vulgate Bible changes this ironical 
question of Eliphaz into a command, 
and thus the Roman Catholic commen- 
tators mistakenly use this verse in sup- 
port of praying to angels and saints. 
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1. Digging Up the Past in Dothan 


Archaeological discoveries and reports of 


late 1959 and early 1960 


writer and Mrs. Free and their ex- 

cavation staff returned from the 
seventh season of excavating at the site 
of ancient Dothan. On the return jour- 
ney, they spent ten days in Turkey, 
making a 2000-mile circuit in which 
visits were made to the locations of 
the seven churches mentioned in the 
Book of Revelation, as well as to many 
of the places made famous by the mis- 
sionary journeys of the Apostle Paul, 
including the region of Antioch (Acts 
13:14ff). We also drove to Iconium, 
where the unbelieving Jews stirred up 
the Gentiles and stoned Paul and his 
companions (Acts 14:1-6), and Lystra, 
where others stoned Paul and left him 
for dead outside the city (Acts 14:19). 
As we bumped along the road from 
Iconium to Lystra, a contrast to many 
of the modern paved roads of Turkey, 
we could picture the Apostle Paul go- 
ing along a _ well-maintained Roman 
highway, from one city to another in 
this part of the old Roman Empire, 
preaching the Gospel in every place, 
in spite of problems with local Roman 
rulers and unbelieving Jews who sought 
to hinder his preaching. 


[' THE early summer of 1960, the 


We spent a day going over the ex- 
cavations at Boghaz-koi, the site of the 
capital of the great ancient Hittite Em- 
pire. The Hittites, though mentioned 
forty-eight times in the Bible, did not 
appear in historical archaeological rec- 
ords until the late nineteenth century, 
and, as late as the beginning of the 
twentieth century, certain scholars still 
doubted and denied their existence. Now 
theix whole civilization is well illustrated 
and confirmed by archaeological discov- 
eries, including the recent work of Bog- 
haz-koi by the German archaeologist, 
Kurt Bittle. The massive walls, the ex- 
tensive buildings, the stately “Lion Gate” 
all impress one with the greatness of 
this capital of the once-doubted ancient 
Hittite people, from one of whom, liv- 
ing in southern Palestine, Abraham pur- 
chased the cave of Machpelah (Gen. 
23:10, 11). 

During the summer of 1960, further 
excavations in Jordan (Arab Palestine) 
were undertaken by Professor James 
L. Kelso of Pittsburgh-Xenia Theo- 
logical Seminary at the site of Bethel, 
about twelve miles north of Jerusalem, 
where earlier excavations by Professor 
Albright and Professor Kelso illumi- 
hated and confirmed the _ Biblical 
references to Bethel in the days of Abra- 
ham (Gen. 12:8), as well as in the days 
of the kings of Israel and Judah, when 
Jeroboam set up his calf worship at 
Bethel (1 Kings 12:28, 29). In the pre- 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


and Professor and Director of Bible Archaeology, Wheaton College 


vious season at Bethel, Professor Kelso 
found a South Arabian clay stamp that 
further corroborates the Biblical evi- 
dence of trade with South Arabia in 
the days of Solomon and the Queen of 
Sheba (1 Kings 10:1, 2; see also “Dig- 
ging in Bible Lands,” by Joseph P. 
Free in THE Sunpay ScHoot Times of 
February 20, 1960, p. 154). Professor 
Kelso in the 1960 season had a full com- 
plement in his staff and directors. As 
Mrs. Kelso wrote this writer during the 
summer, “We have eighteen students 
on the staff and six professors, so it is 
really keeping Dr. Kelso busy.” Re- 
ports on Dr. Kelso’s work this year at 
Bethel are anticipated later in 1960 and 
in 1961. 

Professor James Pritchard was sched- 
uled to begin work at Gibeon in June 
this year. Gibeon is recorded in the 
Bible as the place where the followers 
of the sons of Saul met the followers 
of David and engaged in battle beside 
a pool (2 Sam. 2:12-17). In a previous 
season at Gibeon, Professor Pritchard 
uncovered a_rock-cut pool nearly 
thirty-eight feet in diameter and much 
greater in depth that contained pottery 
datable to the period of the Biblical 
kings. It is very likely the same pool 
mentioned in connection with the battle 
in the days of David. 

At Shechem, some forty miles by 
road north of Jerusalem, Professor G. 
Ernest Wright of Harvard, formerly 
of McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, was scheduled to begin ex- 
cavations early in July. In previous 
seasons, Professor Wright found re- 
mains of the ancient Hyksos ramparts 
dating back to 1700 B.C., including a 








There’s a Rift 
By Ruth Gibbs Zwall 


HERE’S a rift in the clouds of judg- 
ment, 
There’s a rift where the light breaks 
through, 
And the cross of our Lord 
With His grace outpoured 
Is shining against the blue. 


There’s a rift in the clouds of doubt- 
ing— 

For faith has an anchor cast 
In the Word so sure 
That will still endure 

When the storms of earth are past. 


There’s a rift in the clouds of sorrow— 
For hope looks beyond the tomb; 

And the grave is no more 

Than an open door 
To the soul who will give Christ room. 
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Middle Bronze Age house (2000-1500 
B.C.) built between the two city walls. 
The excavations of Shechem have con- 
firmed the existence of the city in the 
city days of Abraham and the other 
patriarchs (Gen. 12:6; “Sichem” is a 
variant form for “Shechem”). 

Archaeological discoveries often il- 
luminate the life and times of a whole 
city, as in the case of Sardis, discussed 
later in this article, or the successive 
periods of the long existence of a city, 
as in the case of Dothan, also described 
later in this article. In other cases, 
just a single passage, or even a single 
verse, is illuminated by some discovery, 
as in the following item. 


MENAHEM’S TRIBUTE 


In an article in the May, 1960, issue 
of Biblical Archaeologist, William Hallo 
writes on, “From Qargar to Carchem- 
ish: Assyria and Israel in the Light of 
New Discoveries.” Many interesting 
facets on the period of the Biblical 
kings are dealt with, and, as in many 
excellent articles, a number of them are 
in the footnotes. Just to illustrate: in 
the Biblical record of the Israelite King, 
Menahem, in the second half of the 
eighth century B.C., we are told that 
Menahem exacted from the men of 
Israel fifty shekels of silver each to 
give to the King of Assyria, who was 
invading the land and threatening to 
bring devastation upon it (2 Kings 15: 
19, 20). Light on the fifty shekel per 
person exaction has come from the clay 
tablets and other ancient records from 
the land of ancient Assyria, where, as 
Dr. D. J. Wiseman of the British Mu- 
seum has pointed out, fifty shekels was 
the average Assyrian slave price cur- 
rent at Calah, where Dr. Wiseman and 
Dr. Max Mallowan have been exca- 
vating in recent years. This corre- 
spondence between the  fifty-shekel 
exaction of Menahem from each man 
and the fifty-shekel Assyrian slave price 
noted at Calah suggests that this 
amount represented a kind of “ran- 
som” (Biblical Archaeologist, May, 1960, 
p. 48, note 70, citing Iraq, 15 (1953), p. 
135). 


BIBLICAL CHRONOLOGY 


In the article cited above in the May, 
1960, issue of Biblical Archaeologist, 
Mr. Hallo, in discussing the history of 
Israel and Assyria from 900 to 600 B.C., 
uses as a basis the excellent chronology 
worked out by Professor Edwin Thiele 
of Berrien Springs, Mich. As Mr. Hallo 
points out, Professor Thiele has shown 
that what in earlier years appeared as 


(Continued on page 692) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


-Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





ELIGIOUS Freedom in Israel?— 

Many interesting and sometimes 

basically important items regard- 
ing events that newspapers consider 
news are eliminated for one reason or 
another. This is true I believe, regard- 
ing the details concerning Billy Gra- 
ham’s recent visit to Israel. The Jewish 
News Letter has a most interesting item 
in it which I should like to quote ver- 
batim. 

“The Israeli government prohibited 
evangelist Dr. Billy Graham from 
preaching in Tel-Aviv during his recent 
stay in Israel. Although it officially wel- 
comed his visit, the government ordered 
managers of the large public halls in 
Tel-Aviv not to rent them to the evan- 
gelist. 

“The Foreign Office told the United 
Christian Council of Israel, which spon- 
sored Dr. Graham’s visit, that mention 
of Jesus or Christianity might result 
in violent demonstrations. Actually, 
the government clamped down on 
Graham because of pressure from the 
Orthodox rabbinate which threatened 
that if Graham were permitted to 
speak, there would be riots by the 
Orthodox Jews. 

“The action was a great embarrass- 
ment to the government, which had 
previously granted permission to hold 
the meeting. -It was also strongly re- 
sented by the liberal sections of the 
Israeli. population, because it reveals 
that less religious freedom exists in 
Israel than in the Moslem countries 
and even in the Soviet Union, where 
Graham was not prevented from speak- 
ing. Graham, however, did address 
Arab Christians in St. John’s Church, 
Haifa. Many Jews were present. 

“The incident also throws light on 
another problem in Israel which is not 
known widely abroad. This is that 
conversions to Christianity have been 
more frequent and popular in Israel 
than in any other country in the world. 

“Conservative sources estimate that 
more than 12,000 Jews have been 
converted to Christianity since the estab- 
lishment of the state, a disproportion- 
ately large figure compared with other 
Jewish communities, and alarming from 
the Orthodox point of view. In fact, 
so alarming that the Israeli rabbinate 
and Orthodox organizations in the 
U.S.A. have launched a special fund to 
counteract these conversions by various 
means, including organized terroriza- 
tion by Orthodox zealots of prospective 
converts and enforced reconversion of 
those converted to Christianity.” 


T.E.A.M.’s Seventieth Anniversary.— 
One of the most virile missionary 
boards in our country is The Evangeli- 
cal Alliance Mission, with headquarters 
in Chicago, T.E.A.M. They have just 
celebrated their 70th anniversary, hav- 
ing been founded in 1890. At the 
present time they have a total of 807 
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missionaries in active service of which 
number 629 are on foreign fields as of 
March 31st. However, says the annual 
report, “We have a great need for 
many more missionaries and we trust 
that the coming year will see many 
additional workers going to the mis- 
sion fields.” 


Fulton Street Prayer Meeting To Close. 
—One hears with sorrow of the final 
meeting of the Fulton Street Noon 
Prayer Meeting which has held a prayer 
meeting at noontime on every business 
day of the year for the last 103 years. 
During the revivals of the middle of the 
last century, when the Fulton Street 
prayer meeting was begun, 1800 would 
often fill the old Reformed Protestant 
Dutch Church at Fulton and William 
Streets at noontime, and when one asks 
why the meeting has been discontinued 
he will be quite shocked. The article 
in the New York Times, July 1st, says 
the Collegiate Reformed Church of New 
York, sponsor of the prayer meeting 
since its beginning, had decided to dis- 
continue it because “trumpet _ style 
evangelism was not in keeping with 
the church traditions.” The trumpeter 
Henry W. Dubois, is a 7-year veteran 
of these meetings. He also used his 
trumpet every Friday night at the Res- 
cue Mission in the old Chinese Theatre 
at 5 Doyer Street. 


A Jewish Reformed Sunrise Service. 
—The Congregation B’nai Torah, the 
reformed Jewish Temple in Highland 
Park just north of Chicago, has just 
undertaken a regular four and one- 
half hour sunrise Sabbath service, con- 
tinuing each Saturday from 6 to 10:30 
am. The article announcing this says 
that the minister of the Temple says 
he is beginning this to bring “more 
spiritual warmth and personal piety 
into Reformed Judaism.” The weekly 
service begins with an hour of prayer, 
which may be individual, or in groups, 
or silent. Then for two and one-half 
hours the minister leads his congre- 
gation in Bible study, a chapter a week 
is the assignment. The last hour is for 
fellowship and for participation in some 
refreshments. I remember some years 
ago attending a meeting to which about 
forty of us professors and ministers in 
Chicago were invited, at a great Jewish 
Reformed temple on the north side of 
Chicago and hearing a distinguished 
Jewish theologian say that Reformed 
Judaism had failed in arousing spiritual 
enthusiasm and loyalty in those to 
whom it ministered, and then he added 
the astonishing suggestion that in the 
Reformed Jewish services he believed 
it would be necessary to go back to 
using the old forms and prayers and 
sentences used for centuries in the 
Jewish synagogues, adding, “even 
though when we utter these words it 
is understood we do not believe them.” 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D, 


Moral Disease in Our Society.—A 
significant report has just been issued 
by the National Council Commission 
on the Churches and the Mass Media, 
The statement rightly begins: “The in- 
creasing interdependence of mankind 
makes the processes of communication 
among men a more urgent concern than 
ever before in history. Within the life 
span of many of our contemporaries, 
the mass media of radio, television and 
films have emerged as among the most 
powerful and pervasive factors inform- 
ing and influencing the minds of 
men... 

“These are not incidental phenomena 
of contemporary life, but powerful in- 
struments of communication controlling 
major segments of the time and at- 
tention of the American people and 
providing much of the context of in- 
formation and understanding within 
which American attitudes and be- 
haviour are developed. ” 


The basic complaint of the report, 
fully justified, is this: “The image of 
man that comes through in much con- 
temporary fare in all three of these 
media is often poles apart from the 
Christian understanding of man and 
his purpose. We speak here not merely 
of the pathological preoccupation with 
sex and violence or of revelations of 
dishonest practices within the indus- 
tries, but more fundamentally of the 
assumption in both the content of the 
media and the policies which govern 
them that man’s end is material ad- 
vantage, power and pleasure, to be 
achieved through competing with, man- 
ipulating and exploiting his fellow man. 

“We recognize that this is symp- 
tomatic of a moral disease in our 
society, reflected in the mass media, 
and we confess that the churches them- 
selves share in the responsibility for 
this moral disease.” 


hh ry 


Psych Is—There is no ques- 
tion but that the New Testament 
teaches that at the end of the age a 
strong spirit of delusion will fall upon 
mankind, more than at any period in 
the history of the human race, at which 
time it will be true that Satan will be 
deceiving the whole world (Rev. 12: 
9). Men will believe false doctrines be- 
cause of the teaching of evil spirits, 
and will seem to lack the very ability 
to discern the truth and to live under 
the inspiration of high and worthy 





ideals. Such a situation will penetrate - 


even to the highest organs of govern- 
ment. It seems that we are surely 
preparing for such a day as this. I 
personally have felt that this amazing 
increase in the use of hypnotism, and 
its enormous possibilities to affect 
millions at one time by radio and tele- 
vision, has something to do with pre- 
paring the stage of history for its final 
denouement. Another _contributable 
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factor is a device now being developed. 
The Saturday Review for July 23rd 
has a notable article by its brilliant 
editor Norman Cousins, entitled “CBR 


vs. Man.” By “CBR” is meant chemical, 
biological, and radiological warfare. In 
this article there is an astonishing state- 
ment regarding the development of 
what is called psychochemicals, and 
the editors of the Saturday Review 
have kindly given me permission to 
quote the following lines. 

“Psychochemicals, unlike the blood 
gases and nerve gases, are not lethal 
except in large quantities. They also 
differ from the other chemicals in that 
they seek a temporary result. The 
main purpose of psychochemical war- 
fare is to change human personality 
and eliminate the will to resist or the 
capacity to think logically or purpose- 
fully. Psychochemicals can produce 
confusion, cowardice, extreme submis- 
siveness, and mental aberrations. 

“A parallel family of psychochemicals 
can produce temporary blindness or 
deafness, or general paralysis. These 
various psychochemicals are being 
manufactured by the major nations. 
They are made out of various lysergic 
acid derivatives. Like the nerve gases, 
they are odorless and invisible and im- 
possible to detect by ordinary means. 
Advanced forms have been created and 
successfully tested on human beings 
by the U.S. Army Chemical Corps, the 
leaders of which have advocated their 
use in war or situations involving the 
national security. 

“General Creasy testified before the 
Committee on Science and Astronautics 
of the House of Representatives on 
June 16, 1959, about the Army experi- 
ments. He reported that men exposed 
to the lysergic acid derivatives turned 
into cringing, confused, and fawning 
specimens. He also called attention to 
the fact that a cat in a cage with a 
mouse was given a minuscule injection 
of the psychochemical. The result was 
that the cat fled from the mouse as 
though in terror for its life. General 
Creasy stated that it would be pos- 
sible to introduce such psychochemicals 
into a nation’s water supply, affect- 
ing large populations. The drugs re- 
tain their potency even when diluted 
in many parts of water. Their strength 
is such that they withstand boiling. 

“Psychochemicals can be used with 
equal effectiveness either against mili- 
tary personnel or civilian populations. 
.. . The purpose would be to paralyze 
the sources of decision and retaliation 
—as an immediate prelude to atomic 
attack.” 


Episcopalian Clergy and the Virgin 
Birth—The Living Church, an influen- 
tial Episcopal magazine, edited by lay- 
men and clergymen, has just announced 
the results of a questionnaire that they 
Sent out to 1,243 clergymen of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, one-seventh 
of the entire clerical force, concerning 
their belief in the Virgin Birth. Re- 
plies were received from 544 of the 
clergymen, and of these, 87 per cent 
stated that they did believe in the Virgin 
Birth of Christ. It is interesting to note 


that they rejected, 346 to 118, the idea 
that Mary and Joseph, after the birth of 
Jesus, “lived a life of complete con- 
tinence.” More than four-fifths said 
they did not believe in the Roman 
Catholic doctrine of the “assumption” 
of the Virgin Mary. 


More About Israel’s Foreign Minister 
and the Messiah.In the August 13 
issue of THE SunpAY ScHoot Times, I 
referred to the remarks of Mrs. Golda 
Meir, Representative of Israel, speak- 
ing before the Security Council of the 
United Nations, on June 22 of this 
year regarding the forced removal of 
Adolph Eichmann from Argentina. 
Since then I have been able to examine 
the mimeographed verbatim record of 
the meeting and am able to give the 
official statement that she made. The 
sentence is as follows: 

“But Jews, some of whom personally 
are the victims of his brutality, found 
no rest until they located him and 
brought him to Israel—to the country 
to whose shores hundreds of thousands 
of the survivors of the Eichmann hor- 
ror have come; to the country that 
existed in the hearts and minds of the 
6 million, as on the way to the crema- 
toria they chanted the great article of 
our Faith: ‘Ani maamin  be’emuna 
shlema beviat haMashiah’—TI believe 
with perfect faith in the coming of the 
Messiah.’ ” 

The statement does not specifically 
say that Mrs. Meir believes in the com- 
ing of the Messiah, but she spoke with 
full approval of those who do. I have 
written to Mrs. Meir asking if she does 
believe in the coming of the Messiah, 
and when I have her reply, I will be 
glad to bring this to the attention of 
my readers. Anyway, I am glad that 
the Messianic hope was at least spoken 
of before a group that hears very little 
about anything of a religious nature, 
from month to month. 


Extramarital License in France.—I 
was shocked the other day—and being 
shocked in this mid-twentieth century 
is more or less of a rare experience, 
whatever one reads or sees—by an 
article by one of the New York Herald 
Tribune’s regular columnists, writing 
from Paris, Mr. Art Buchwald, regard- 
ing a conversation that he had with 
the French stage and screen actor 
Claude Dauphin (who has married an 
American and lives most of the year in 
a suburb of Asbury Park, N. J.). If 
what he says regarding the French 
nation is true of the majority of in- 
habitants, then it is no wonder that 
God’s judgments have been so often 
enacted in the last 50 years upon that 
lovely land. Let me quote from Mr. 
Buchwald’s article. 

“The French consider living in sin 
charming. There is nothing wrong with 
having a mistress, and it has not only 
been accepted in France for a long time 
but celebrated in all French literature. 

“Once I was asked on the Mike Wal- 
lace show how the French, a nation of 
Catholics, could reconcile their attitude 
toward extramarital affairs with their 
religion. I didn’t know the answer at 
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the time, but I’ve been thinking about 
it ever since, and now I believe I know. 

“The Frenchman thinks he is the only 
one in the world that has a special 
agreement with God—that God will 


forgive him because He likes the 
French so much. The Frenchman feels 
he is so amusing and intelligent that 
God must surely allow him “a few 
licenses.” 


Dangers in the Cultural Exchange 
Program.—Some time ago I made the 
remark, in THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMES 
and elsewhere, that America’s govern- 
ment would certainly be guilty of fur- 
thering the influence of atheistic 
thought in our country by its so-called 
cultural exchange program, which is 
among other things, providing for a 
large number of American college stu- 
dents to continue their education in 
Russia, and bringing in a large number 
of Russian students to continue their 
education in this country. I was very 
glad to see recently a warning along 
these lines by the Hon. Barry Gold- 
water, U.S. Senator from Arizona. In 
part, Senator Goldwater says, “The 
Kremlin’s aim is not to make Ameri- 
cans approve of Communism—it is to 
make us tolerant of Communism. The 
Kremlin knows that our willingness to 
make sacrifices to halt Communist ex- 
pansion varies in direct ratio as we 
are hostile to Communism. They know 
that if Americans regard the Soviet 
Union as a dangerous, implacable en- 
emy, Communism will not be able to 
conquer the world. 

“The Communists’ purpose, then, is 
to show that Mr. Khrushchev does not 
have horns, that he is fundamentally 
a nice fellow, that the Soviet people 
are ordinary people just like ourselves, 
that Communism is just another politi- 
cal system. 

“It would not have made much sense 
midway in World War II to promote a 
Nazi-American exchange program or to 
invite Hitler to make a state visit to 
the United States. 

“Unless we cherish victory less today 
than we did then, we will be equally 
reluctant to treat Communist agents as 
friends and welcome guests. The ex- 
change program is a Communist con- 
fidence game. Let us not be taken in 
by it. Let us remember that American 
confidence in the Soviet government is 
the very last thing we want.” 


Catholic Catechism in the U.S.—The 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine of 
the New York area of the Roman 
Catholic Church has just completed and 
released a new sound and color film- 
strip that covers the famous Baltimore 
Catechism, the standard text used in 
Catholic schools throughout the United 
States. This is the first time that there 
has been a dramatized story of such 
catechetical teachings. The units are 
being translated into Spanish and 
French. While the Roman Catholic 
Church is increasing its catechetical ac- 
tivities, I am afraid that in Protestant- 
ism, apart from the Lutheran Church 
perhaps, the teaching by catechism is 
almost extinct. 
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Digging Up the Past 
(Continued from page 689) 


irreconcilable errors in Biblical chron- 
ology can now be shown, in the light 
of further historical and archaeological 
data, to be correct without resorting to 
the assumption that there were scribal 
errors in the transmission of the Bibli- 
cal text. For a brief discussion of 
some of the factors pointed out by 
Professor Thiele in showing the har- 
monization of the Biblical text see 
“Archaeology and Bible History,” fifth 
edition, 1956, by Joseph P. Free (Scrip- 
ture Press, Wheaton, IIl.). 


EXCAVATIONS AT SARDIS 


The New Testament city of Sardis, 
one of the seven cities of the Book of 
Revelation (Rev. 3:1-6), has been the 
scene of recent archaeological exca- 
vation, carried on by Professor George 
M. A. Hanfmann of Harvard University, 
as director, and Professor A. Henry 
Detweiler of Cornell University, as As- 
sociate Director. Professor Hanfmann 
has reported on his second campaign of 
1959 in. the Bulletin of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research, in the 
February, 1960, issue. The site was 
visited by the writer and Mrs. Free 
in June, 1960. 

Located in western Asia Minor, pres- 
ent day Turkey, the city of Sardis was 
the capital of the kingdom of Lydia 
six hundred years before the time of 
Christ. Information about the Lydian 
period of the city’s history was brought 
to light by several discoveries of the 
recent excavation, including the un- 
covering of a number of Lydian graves. 
The objects found indicates that these 
graves were first used in the seventh 
century B.C., and that additional burials 
were made into the fifth and fourth 
centuries. The tombs had a rock-cut 
front or facade, with an arched door 
that led into a short corridor cut into 
the rock, which in turn opened into the 
funerary chamber or chambers. 


Sardis is famous in the Lydian period 
as the place where gold and silver coins 
were first struck, some seven hundred 
years before the time of Christ (“In- 
ternational Bible Encyclopedia,” p. 2692, 
article on Sardis). It is said that gold 
was found in the sand of the River 
Pactolus, which still flows near the 
ancient city. Coinage as such goes back 
to the Lydians, 700 B.C., though, of 
course, money in the form of bars, 
rings, and other shapes of gold and 
Silver is much more ancient. Nearly 
2000 years before the time of Christ, 
the Bible refers to Abraham weighing 
“the silver which he had named” when 
buying the cave of Machpelah from 
Ephron the Hittite (Gen. 23:16). Ar- 
chaeological light on ancient money 
of the period of Abraham comes from 
the Code of Hammurabi, which refers 
to “silver” (same word as “money” in 
the record of Abraham) from a mer- 
chant, parallel to the Biblical reference 
to Abraham’s “shekels of silver, current 
money with the merchant” (Gen. 23: 


16). Though money in the form of 
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bars, rings, and weights goes back to 
the days of Abraham and before, as 
shown by the Bible and archaeological 
evidence, actual coinage, in which the 
image of a king or other ruler is 
stamped on a flat disc of metal and 
the resulting coin carrying a fixed value, 
goes back to the Lydians and the city 
of Sardis, about 700 B.C. 

At times, archaeological discovery is 
aided by natural causes. In the case 
of Sardis, a landslide in February, 1959, 
on the east bank of the Pactolus River 
exposed fragments of marble sculpture, 
which were brought to the excavation 
house by the excavation guards. Among 
the finds uncovered was the beautiful 
head of a girl, probably the part of a 
lid of a coffin from the second century 
A.D. As a result of this landslide and 
discovery, the expedition decided to 
excavate the area at the foot of the 
cliff where the slide had occurred. The 
digging uncovered blocks of stone bear- 
ing animal chests, either sphinx or lion, 
and a number of pieces of a marble 
coffin, along with pottery ranging from 
Byzantine (A.D. 300-600) back to Lyd- 
ian periods (700 B.C.). Roman tombs 
also came to light, as well as a Greek 
period tomb (300-100 B.C.), built of 
small river stones laid in mortar, and 
covered with fine stucco on the interior. 

In the Lydian levels, near the Greek 
Period (Hellenistic) tomb, the exca- 
vators found a strong deposit of car- 
bonized material four inches thick, 
obviously the result of a great fire. From 
our historical records we know that the 
ancient Ionian people burned the city 
of Sardis in 499 B.C. Concerning this 
level of ash material, Professor Hanf- 
mann remarks, “One is tempted to con- 
sider this as the burning of Sardis by 
the Ionians in 499 B.C.” (Bulletin of 
the American Schools of Oriental Re- 
search, February, 1960, p. 18). 

In the area of the building, called by 
the excavators “The House of the 
Bronzes,” a number of “units” paved 
with marble slabs were found, one of 
which is incised with Christian crosses, 
similar to those found in the nearby 
temple of Artemis. In this same area 
they found two iron door sockets still 
in place, and parts of an iron lock and 
door hinges. Again and again archae- 
ology shows that many inventions, in 
this case hinges, door sockets, even 
locks, are not as modern as we often 
think, but go back into much earlier 
periods of history. Even a public toilet, 
with elaborate arrangements for flush- 
ing and drainage, and with marble seats 
supported on _ stone brackets, were 
found in the region of the shops near 
Building B of the recent season of 
excavating at Sardis. 

Other discoveries of the recent season 
include Hellenistic and Roman graves, 
Lydian levels of civilization at the 
House of the Bronzes, Byzantine Shops 
(A.D. 300-600), and a large building 
listed as Building CG, the uncovering 
of the masonry of which required fifty 
workmen and ten horsecarts, as well as 
the use of a 25-ton Bucyrus crane, 
loaned by the Turkish Department of 

(Continued on page 702) 














































































































The Rev. W. Wyeth Willard 


The New Writer of 
“Say, Fellows,—” 


N LAST May 16, God called to 
Himself Wade C. Smith, who for 
nearly forty years had written “Say, 
Fellows,—” the Sunday school lesson 
column for teachers of teen-age boys 
published in THE SunDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
Since that date, the column has been 
using material prepared by Mr. Smith. 
Next week, the issue of September 17 
containing the Sunday school lesson for 
October 2—Fourth Quarter, Lesson 1, 
1960—will introduce to SuNnDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs readers Mr. Smith’s successor, the 
Reverend W. Wyeth Willard. Mr. Wil- 
lard is pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Waltham, Mass., and, during 
July and August each year,-he directs 
Camp Good News, Forestdale, Cape 
Cod, Mass., a camp that he founded 
and which has an enrollment of over 
300 boys and girls. 

Mr. Willard was graduated in 1927 
from Brown University and later grad- 
uated from Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. In World War II he served with 
the First and Second Marine Divisions 
in the Solomon Islands and received 
the Legion of Merit medal for merito- 
rious service. During the latter part of 
the war, he served as Senior Chaplain 
aboard the battleship U.S.S. Washing- 
ton, with rank of Commander. 

After the war he became assistant 
to the president of Wheaton College, 
and later received his Juris Doctor 
degree at Northwestern University, 
Chicago. He is the author of several 
books, among which are: “Steeple Jim,” 
“The Leathernecks Come Through,” and 
“Fire on the Prairie.” 


ve 


Beware in your prayer, above every- 
thing, of limiting God, not only by un- 
belief, but by fancying that you know 
what He can do.—Andrew Murray. 
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THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mic. 6:1 Hear ye now what the Lorp saith; Arise, contend 
thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice. 
2 Hear ye, O mountains, the Lorp’s controversy, and ye 
strong foundations of the earth: for the Lorp hath a con- 
troversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel. 
3 O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein 


have I wearied thee? testify against me. 


4 For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and 
redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and I sent be- 


fore thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 


5 O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab 
consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him 


International Uniform Lesson 





MICAH’S VIEW OF TRUE RELIGION 
Micah 6:1-8; printed text, same , 


Golden Text.—He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 


with thy God?—Mic. 6:8 


ness of the Lorn. 


soul? 


from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteous- 


6 Wherewith shall I come before the Lorp, and bow my- 
self before the high God? shall I come before him with 
burnt-offerings, with calves of a year old? i 

7 Will the Lorp be pleased with thousands of rams, or 
with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn 
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my 


8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what 
doth the Lorp require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


OUR lesson text for this week the 
[anise God assumes a_ twofold 
role. First, He appears as the ac- 
cused, and second, as the august judge. 
First, He lovingly challenges His chil- 
dren to bring their charges. In what 
way is He guilty of mishandling their 
case? Second, the Prophet Micah pre- 
sents Him as the supreme one whose 
standards are so high and holy that 
only righteousness and obedience are 
acceptable to Him. 

In the first movement the question 
iss How can He please them? In the 
latter, How can they please Him? 

The Lord here has a _ controversy 
with His children. If He did not know 
and love them, He would not be 
bothered with them. He would have 
abandoned them to their follies long 
before. But as it is, they are His, and 
His love will not permit them to plunge 
on to self-destruction. 


Verse by Verse 

Micah 6:1—“Hear ye now what the 
Lord saith; Arise, contend thou before 
the mountains, and let the hills hear 
thy voice.” The opening word of this 
hew message from Micah is the familiar 
“Hear.” We have already noticed that 
this marks the third and final division 
of this book. It is a summary call to 
attention. He is quoting the Lord’s in- 
structions to him that he proclaim His 
burning indictment to insensate nature 
itself. - 

Verse 2.—‘Hear ye, O mountains, the 
Lord’s controversy, and ye strong foun- 
dations of the earth: for the Lord hath 
@ controversy with his people, and he 
will plead with Israel.” Like Moses 
on a former day, and like Isaiah his 
Contemporary (Deut. 32:1; Isa. 1:2), 











Micah calls upon creation itself to wit- 
ness this entire case. It is to be held 
in open court. It is no secret hearing. 
These very mountains and earth foun- 
dations had been placed there by God 
to glorify Him, and they were doing 
this very thing. Now they would lis- 
ten in, as it were, to His indictment 
against creatures who were not only 
rational but were also in covenant re- 
lation with Him. 

Verse 3—“O my people, what have 
I. done unto thee? and wherein have 
I wearied thee? testify against me.” 
What deep love flows here! It is like 
an injured father sitting beside his ob- 
stinate and willful son and trying to 
reason quietly with him. What has he 
done that calls for such a disappoint- 
ing response? 

Verse 4—“For I brought thee up out 
of the land of Egypt, and redeemed 
thee out of the house of servants; and 
I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam.” The Lord here turns back 
the pages of their national history and 
reminds them of their great deliver- 
ance from the bondage of a galling 
foreign yoke. But He did more than 
deliver them: He provided for their 
guidance through the desert, giving 
them Moses the mediator, Aaron the 
high priest, and Miriam the praising 
prophetess. 

Verse 5—“O my people, remember 
now what Balak ... consulted, and 
what Balaam ... answered him... that 
ye may know the righteousness of the 
Lord.” <A recalling on their part of 
how the Lord had intervened and over- 
ruled in the matter of the determined 
attempt to curse them should demon- 
strate that theirs was no fickle God. 
He had been their shield and defense, 
thwarting every plot to exterminate or 
even injure them. In this particular 
instance He had turned the attempted 
cursings into blessings (see Num. 22 to 
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24). Had they forgotten? Did this not 
prove His faithful care and His saving 
power? 

Verse 6.—“Wherewith shall I come 
before the Lord, and bow myself be- 
fore the high God? shall I come before 
him with burnt-offerings, with calves 
of a year old?” A new tone enters 
here. It is no longer a matter of the 
Lord’s pleasing them, but, rather, of their 
pleasing Him. He has challenged them 
to approach Him (v. 3). The cry of 
an awakened soul exclaims, “How?” 
“What should I bring? What will make 
me-~ acceptable?” This is always the 
anxious reaction of the soul that has 
been made to realize suddenly the glory 
of God. 

Verse 7.—“Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, or with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give 
my firstborn for my transgression, the 
fruit of my body:«for the sin of my 
soul?” This classic passage indicates 
the acme of earthly offerings. It sug- 
gests that if one is to find acceptance 
with the great God on the ground of 
human achievement, then it must be 
of the best possible quality. Lurking 
directly below this idea is the anxious 
hope, of course, that the offerer, by 
offering even his firstborn son in death, 
may bring the divine pleasure into 
line with his unaltered life. In other 
words, he is buying God off! 

Verse 8—“He hath shewed thee, O 
man, what is good; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God?” This statement de- 
clares that it is not things that God 
requires; it is attitudes and deeds. His 
favor is not for sale. If it were for 
sale, then no offerings that man could 
bring would suffice, for all these things 
—rams, oil, and the like—are His in 
the first place! What He requires is 
inward and outward reality of heart 
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and life. Nothing else will do. He 
cries, Do something! Love something! 
Be something! Doing justly is man- 
ward; loving mercy is selfward, and 
walking humbly is Godward. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

God is righteous in all His ways and 
faithful in all His activities with men. 
This was abundantly demonstrated in 
the history of His dealings with Israel 
in their journeyings from Egypt to 
Canaan. 

Now He desires that His character 
be reproduced in His creatures. They 
should be like Him. However, sinful 
natures and disobedient wills plague 
and pervert, and an innate bias to- 
ward evil makes it painfully apparent 
that man is a sinful being, lost and 
away from his Creator. 

When awakened by an accusing con- 
science, he cries out, What shall I do? 
How may I get right with God? 

It is right here that the Devil comes 
up with an answer. He says, “Of 
course God is righteous. Furthermore, 
you are unrighteous. Now, the prob- 
lem can be solved only by you. You 
must meet the divine demands by do- 
ing better, by ceasing from your evil 
ways and reforming your conduct. In 
addition to this, you should bring the 
very best offering that your means will 
allow and present this to the Most 
High. In this way you will appease 
Him and purchase his favor.” 

Our lesson today, however, com- 
pletely refutes this false notion and 
brands it a quack remedy. It is an in- 
sult to God, for it makes Him but a 
mere mendicant! The truth is that 
He is too rich to sell salvation and 
we are far too poor to buy it. Noth- 
ing that we can give or do can ever 
atone for sin. Nothing short of the 
death of Jesus Christ, His Son, could 
effect that. To offer the Most High 
some offering of our own poor efforts 
would be like a condemned murderer 
offering a few pennies to the judge to 
buy his release. 

But does not the lesson prescribe 
righteous living? Does it not specifi- 
cally say that this is what the Lord 
requires? Yes, it does. But only one 
who has come to the end of his own 
resources and experienced God’s sal- 
vation can meet this demand. It is 
when he recognizes his own inability 
and confesses that he of himself cannot 
“do justly ... love mercy, and... walk 
humbly” that he will cast himself upon 
the mighty Christ in self-confessed 
bankruptcy. Then the Lord implants 
His own Spirit within and conforms 
the conduct to His will by living out a 
Christian life through him. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The call to the mountains to hear 
(Mic. 6:1, 2) 

2. The challenge of the people to testify 
(vv. 3-5) 

3. The claim of God upon each life 
(vv. 6-8) 


Topics for Development 


The Concept of Appeasement. Vague 
and inadequate though it may be, there 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


12. September 18.—False Leadership 
eS | eee Micah 8; 4:1-5 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. October 2.—The Greatness of God. 
Psalms 8; 104 








is in every breast an awareness of two 
uncomfortable realizations: first, that 
God is holy; and, second, that we are 
unholy. This consciousness may be 
blurred, but nevertheless it is there. 
Flowing out of this is a sense of guilt. 


The human conscience, unless silent 
through persistent disregard, demands 
that something be done about this sit- 
uation. There is dire need for the 
breach to be bridged and the guilty 
creature brought back into harmony 
with his Creator. This arises out of 
no particular love toward the Creator, 
but rather out of a fear of the conse- 
quences of sin. Because he assumes 
that the only attitude that a righteous 
God can take toward his unrighteous- 
ness is one of wrathful condemnation, 
he, therefore, devises means of placat- 
ing this attitude. There is a loud call 
for the interposition of something that 
will turn God’s frown into a smile, and 
the supposed price tag is so high that 
only the very best of human contri- 
butions can suffice. Such contributions 
may take the form of “calves,” “rams,” 
“rivers of oil” and even “my firstborn.” 
The attempts of the lords of the Phil- 
istines to return a “trespass-offering” 
with the ark of the covenant appears 
to bear this out (1 Sam. 6). 


Practical Applications 

Only blind ignorance can possibly 
lead men to suppose that they can pur- 
chase an indulgence for their sins. Sin 
is so serious, and such a foul offense, 
that its penalty is death. This penalty 
must be paid—if not by the offender, 
then by a divinely acceptable sub- 
stitute. Under no circumstances can 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT is the common word that 
marks the three divisions of the 

Book of Micah? 

2. What did the Lord’s ancient deal- 
ings with Israel prove? 

3. What did Balaam attempt to do 
to Israel? 

4. Name three persons whom God 
sent to lead Israel up out of Egypt. 

5. What was the root of the con- 
troversy between the Lord and His 
people? 

6. Why do we not have to appease 
the divine wrath against us? 

7. If God does not ask for our con- 
tributions, what does He ask? 

8. How only may we “do justly”? 

9. How may I be justified by God? 

10. What place do good works have 
in Christianity? 

(Answers on page 700) 





divine justice accept a bribe, regard. 
less of the cost to the human offerer, 

To “do justly .. . love mercy, and to 
walk humbly” is altogether beyond the 
ability of the natural, unconverted man, 
He cannot do justly until he becomes 
just. And he becomes just, or justified, 
only when he acknowledges his un- 
righteousness to God and accepts the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and re- 
deemer. Then he is immediately “jus- 
tified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” 
(Rom. 3:24). 

In this land today religionists do not 
try to substitute “rams” and “oil” for 
simple faith in Christ, but they do 
bring their own contributions, never- 
theless. Among these may be a beau- 
tiful character, a pious pedigree, church 
membership, or some religious ordi- 
nances. It may be prayers, tears, or 
alms. But all are unacceptable. “With- 
out shedding of blood is no remission” 
(Heb. 9:22). “Not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us” 
(Titus 3:5). 

Good works, however, do have a 
very important place in the Christian 
life; for while they are not the cause 
of salvation, they certainly are its ef- 
fect. We are not saved by good works, 
but rather unto them, and the New 
Testament everywhere insists that the 
believer be fruitful in them. Being 
justified, we can “do justly”; having 
received mercy, we can now “love” 
it; having received His enabling Spirit, 
we can now “walk humbly.” 


Golden Text 

Micah 6:8—“He hath shewed thee, 
O man, what is good; and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God?”- God’s stand- 
ards are perfect, but they are not un- 
reasonable. He does not ask us to ful- 
fill this holy demand of conduct in 
our own strength, but first asks us to 
bring our weakness to Him. Then He 
saves us by His grace, and gives us 
His Holy Spirit by whose power alone 
we can live and walk to His glory. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“ . . the Lord hath a controversy 
with his people .. .” (Mic. 6:2).—It is 
heart searching to realize that in this 
controversy the Lord is not enumerat- 
ing sins on the part of His people, but 
rather pleading with them to testify 
against Him if they have any com- 
plaint. 

If a man’s wife walks off and leaves 
him, he concludes there must be a 
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reason for it. Possibly the reason is 
to be found in himself. So, he pleads 
with her to tell him if he has failed 
in the matter of love or consideration 
or protection or provision for her. 

Hear the Lord plead: “O my people, 
what have I done unto thee? and 
wherein have I wearied thee? testify 
against me” (v. 3). 

He reviews His dealings with them: 
“I brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the 
house of servants [or slaves]; and I 
sent before thee, Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam.” 

If they would but recall how the 
Lord redeemed them by blood and 
power out of the house of bondage, and 
the furnace of affliction; and the won- 
derful leadership He gave them in 
Moses, their lawgiver, and Aaron their 
respresentative before God, and Miriam 
the leader of song and praise, all hard 
thoughts toward their God would dis- 
appear. 

We who are believers today would 
be preserved from ever cherishing a 
hard thought about Him, if we con- 
stantly bore in mind the fact that we 
have been redeemed with “the pre- 
cious blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:19) and 
that the Lord Jesus is our great high 
priest in Heaven, and that we have 
been translated out of the kingdom of 
Satan into the Kingdom of the Son of 
God’s love, and that the Holy Spirit 
is our leader and guide. And, in ad- 
dition to all that, the risen Lord has 
given gifts unto men for our constant 
edification (Eph. 4). ; 

“O my people, remember now what 
Balak king of Moab consulted .. .” 
(Mic. 6:5).—The Lord would not allow 
anyone to curse His people. He turned 
the curse into a blessing. He would 
have them recall His righteousnesses (as 
the word really is) from Shittim in 
the wilderness to Gilgal in the Prom- 
ised Land. Such recollections on their 
part would warm their coldest thoughts 
and melt their hardening hearts. 

And when we recall the Lord’s right- 
eous acts toward us in loving, saving, 
keeping, nourishing us, and seating us 
in the heavenlies in Christ, and plan- 
ning a glorious eternity for us, we will 
worship and serve Him, and not mur- 
mur against Him. 

“Wherewith shall I come before the 
Lord ... ?” (Mic. 6:6.)—Touched by 
His tender appeal, they acknowledge His 
Majesty, and ask with what sacrifices 
or gifts they shall come and bow, or 
abase themselves before the “high God!” 
Shall it be with “burnt offerings, with 
calves of a year old... with thousands 
of rams . . with ten thousands of 
rivers of oil,” or even with the fruit of 
their bodies? (vv. 6, 7.) They are 
Teady to offer the most costly sacrifices. 
Is this what the Lord requires of them? 

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what 
is good . . .” (Mic. 6:8).—The prophet 
answers their query. The Lord showed 
them back in the days of Moses (Deut. 
10:12; 30:11-16), so there was no need 
to ask. But as long as they had for- 
gotten, they were again told the three- 
fold requirement. 














They were (1) “to do justly.” 
righteous God loveth righteousness; 
hence they were to do the right thing 
toward Him, and toward their neigh- 
bors. Personal righteousness was con- 
spicuously absent. They knew the 
twenty-third Psalm which says: “He 
leadeth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for his name’s sake.” Now they 
were to follow His leading in this im- 
portant matter. 

And they were (2) “to love mercy,” 
that is, take pleasure in exercising 
compassion, forgiveness, and kindness, 
after the Lord’s example of showing 
mercy to them. They were not only 
to show mercy, they were to love it. 
They were to be merciful out of love, 
not merely out of necessity. 

And (3) “to walk humbly with thy 
God.” “Enoch walked with God” (Gen. 
5: 22-24). This is the very first occur- 
rence of the word, “walked” in the 
Bible, and the next is: “Noah walked 
with God” (Gen. 6:9). These men lived 
in times that were morally and spir- 
itually evil. They kept themselves 
aloof from the evil and made it a habit 
to walk with God. 

The evil of the days in which be- 
lievers live today cannot be used as 
an excuse for not walking humbly with 
God. Having been made partakers of 
the divine nature, and being indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit, and having the 
Holy Scriptures, plus the advocacy and 
priesthood of Christ, and the fellow- 
ship of saints, it should be compar- 
atively easy to walk humbly with God; 
but are we doing it? 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“O Worship the Lord” 
“Open My Eyes That I May See” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who dost deal with us both 
justly and kindly, we thank Thee for 
Thy goodness toward us. Help us to 
trust and obey Thee in loving response 
to Thy goodness. Forgive us that we 
sometimes forget what we owe to Thy 
mercy and help us to love Thee more 
and serve Thee better. Use this les- 
son to help us see the basic things 
Thou dost require of us and to build 
them into our daily life. Bless the 
giving out of Thy Word today and let 
it convert many sinners to Thee. Cause 
true godliness and righteousness to 
flourish in our land and in every place 
may the knowledge of the Lord hold 
and guide the people. To sick and 
suffering ones give Thy help and bless 
all who serve the afflicted. Let our 
darkness be dispelled by Thy light and 
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O Lord, that our lives may give Thee 
greater glory and be more of a bless- 
ing to others. We ask all in Christ’s 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is a significant 
word God gives us in our Golden Text 
calling us “to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with... 
God.” A friend of mine recently died 
whose life was an example of all three 
of these requirements. People remem- 
bered him as a man whose business 
methods and dealings were always fair 
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and honorable. That is what our text 
first urges upon us. “To do justly” 
is to be true to your word and fair 
and square in your dealings. This man 
was widely respected for honesty and 
fairness. He also was loved for being 
a man of mercy or kindness. One of 
the last things he said was to inquire 
about an elderly widow for whom he 
regularly did a little business for no 
recompense but her thanks, did it out 
of kindness because she needed the 
help he could give. Others remem- 
bered him gratefully for kindnesses 
quietly done. Both justice and kind- 
ness mingled in his dealings with peo- 
ple. 

God, however, requires one more 
thing. He requires us “to walk hum- 
bly” with Him. This, too, was seen in 
my friend.. Behind the quiet life of 
uprightness and kindness he lived lay 
an inner life with God at its heart. 
Over thirty years ago he received Christ 
as His Saviour and from then on his 
life was a walk with God. Justice and 
kindness in our dealings have to do 
with keeping the command to love our 
neighbor as ourself.. But a yet greater 
command is to love God with all our 
heart, and to do that we need to see 
and receive God’s love in sending us 
the Saviour. Then we love Him because 
He first loved us and we give first 
place in our hearts to God, doing noth- 
ing without considering what is pleas- 
ing to Him. Are you walking humbly 
with God? You can begin by taking 
the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and 
keep it up by taking your directions 
from His Word day by day and keep- 
ing in touch with Him by prayer. Then 
to do justly and love mercy will grow 
out of your walk with the Lord. 
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He therefore is the devout man, who 
lives no longer to his own will, or the 
way and spirit of the world, but to the 
sole will of God; who considers God in 
everything, serves God in everything, 
who makes all the parts of his common 
life parts of piety by doing everything 
in the name of God, and under such 
rules as are conformable to His glory.— 
William Law. 
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Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we would save ourselves 

a lot of false thinking and many a 
mistake if we would always remember 
that God is reasonable—and more than 
reasonable. God’s laws are not mere 
inhibitions; rather, they are the stand- 
ards set to mark the way of greatest 
blessing and permanent peace. “There 
is a. way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death” (Prov. 14:12). “But the path 
of the righteous [God’s way] is as the 
dawning light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day” (Prov. 4: 
18, A. S. V.). “What doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God?” (Mic. 6:8.) Have you ever 
heard of an unjust man who came to 
any good end or enjoyed any enduring 
profit? They that cheat the laborer of 
his hire or “grind the faces of the poor” 
may for a time seem to flourish, but 
their gains turn to ashes in their hands 
sooner or later, and there’s a miserable 
finish. 

It is not enough, however, to be just, 
says the prophet, to measure up to 
God’s standard. We should love mercy: 
not only practice it, but love it. 

I have a friend who is an executive 
in a company with headquarters in 
New York City, operating a large in- 
dustrial plant in New England. A few 
years ago the company had a gratify- 
ing increase in its profits. The board 
of directors were about to meet for the 
purpose of reviewing the year’s busi- 
ness and advancing salaries of the heads 
of the company, who also owned the 
stock. As my friend packed his grip 
for the trip to the New England factory 
where the board was called to meet, 
his wife stood by and said, “Don’t you 
think it would be right to consider the 
factory employees in this advance by 
giving them a raise in wages or a 
bonus? They have been an important 
factor in the company’s success.” The 
Suggestion germinated and resulted in 
that very thing being done by the di- 
rectors’ meeting. Did the company lose 
by it? No, indeed. When in later 
years there was a_ general business 
slump all over the country, and there 
were strikes and great unrest in in- 
dustrial plants everywhere, those em- 
ployees remained steadfast at their 
work. They said, “Our masters are 
just and merciful, and we are going to 
stand by them.” 

Even from the level of a business 
point of view, fellows, it pays not only 
to be just, but also to be merciful and 
love it. However, there is yet another 
step in this threefold program that is 
required of the true Christian. It is 
the capstone of humility. One might 
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be scrupulously just and exceptionally 
Magnanimous and be so conscious of 
his justice and his magnanimity as to 
hold himself in high esteem. That 
certainly is not walking humbly with 
thy God. But if one can have these 
virtues and at the same time remem- 
ber that it is only by the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ he can be anything 
better than a reprobate, there will be 
a grade of humility before God that 
will meet what God requires. 

These are the inevitable fruits of be- 
ing born of the Spirit. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E WILL begin this morning by 

reviewing Hebrews 1:1-8. We have 
been studying messages from some of 
the prophets during this past quarter, 
which I trust have been a blessing to 
us. But we must always remember 
that God, who spoke “by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us 
by his Son.” 

The rest of Hebrews 1 is well worth 
learning. In fact, verses in this chapter 
give us words we may quote when we 
worship our great Saviour. We will 
not have time in class to learn more, 
but perhaps you will learn the rest of 
the chapter at home. Earlier this year 
we memorized the cards, “God the 
Father” and “God the Son.” Next 
quarter we will learn “God the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Last Sunday we read Micah’s warn- 
ing of judgment coming on Israel for 
the sins into which their evil rulers 
had led them. We also read Micah’s 
prophecy about the future glorious 
reign of Christ over this earth. 

Turn now to Micah 5:2. More than 
seven hundred years before Jesus came 
to earth, Micah foretold where He 
would be born. When He was born in 
Bethlehem, what did God the Father 
tell the angels to do? (“Worship him,” 
Heb. 1:6.) They worshiped our Saviour, 
yet He did not come to die for angels. 
Surely we who have been redeemed by 
His precious blood should be eager to 


_worship Him! 


Now let us read Micah 6:1-3. How 
touching these words are! The great 
and holy God is deeply concerned about 
His people’s backsliding. He could 
have wiped them completely off the 
earth. Instead, He pleads with them 
to return to Him! 

In verse 4, the Lord reminds them of 
how He delivered them from Egypt, 
seven hundred years before. Notice in 
this verse that the three leaders of 
Israel at that time all belonged to the 
same family. Moses was the great 
leader of Israel; Aaron, his brother, 


the spokesman and later the high priest; 
and Miriam, his sister, a prophetess 
who led the women’s worship. Moses’ 
mother had three talented children, s9 
devoted to the Lord that He could use 
them as the three leaders of Israel, 
when He freed that nation from Egypt, 
What a godly mother they must have 
had! Here is a recitation to help you 
remember her name. 


JOCHEBED, A BIBLE MOTHER 
Jochebed lived in Egypt four thousand years 


ago. 
The Egyptians worshiped idols, but she the 
Lord did know 
Miriam was her daughter, Aaron her little boy, 
When another baby brother came to fill the 
home with joy. 


But Pharaoh, King of Egypt, made Hebrew 
mothers mourn, 

By saying that — baby boys should die 
when they were b 

“Where shall we bane oe our baby?” cried Miriam 
to her mother, 

“We cannot let them kill him, our darling 
little brother!” 


— hide him in a closet while he is very 


mall, 
God can with ease protect him, for He is 
Lord of all.” 
But when the babe grew bigger, nothing could 
drown his cries, 
He could no longer hide at home—God made 
his mother wise. 


She made a strong rush basket, just like a 
little boat. 

ae * put = baby in it, and then she let it 
oat. 

It lay among the rushes along the river Nile— 

The baby’s sister Miriam kept watching all 
the while. 


Along came oes poneme, the great King 
Pharaoh’s = 

She saw the little basket still floating in the 
water. 

She sent her maids to get it, and when she 
looked inside 

There lay a Hebrew baby—when he saw her, 
he cried. 


She said, “‘I’ll keep this lovely child and save 
him from the grave.’ 

She did not know this baby small would all 
the Hebrews save. 

For this was baby Moses, who later Israel led. 

Let’s not forget his mother. Her name was 

Jochebed. 

Now read Micah 6:5. Here God is 
reminding Israel of how He had made 
Balaam bless them when he wanted 
the riches and honor that King Balak 
had promised if he would curse them. 
God had freed Israel from Egypt and 
had preserved the nation again and 
again, yet they forgot Him and went 
on sinning against Him. 

Read Micah 6:6, 7. Now the prophet 
is inquiring how he shall come to wor- 
ship. There was nothing he or anyone 
else could bring to God that would 
take away sin. The sacrifices did not 
take away sin. They pointed forward 
to the coming of the Lamb of God, 
who would take away the sin of the 
world. He has come into the world to 
save sinners, and we who are saved do 
worship Him. Read verse 8. Here the 
prophet tells what we must do if our 
worship is to be acceptable to God. 
All the angels worship God. He has 
done a million times more for us. 
Then should we not worship Him ac- 
ceptably? 





Note to Teachers: Next quarter we will learn 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “God the Holy 
Spirit.” May be obtained from V. D. Gunder- 
ont Ferndale, Wash., 25 cents a dozen post- 
pai 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Ways Pleasing to God 
(Mic. 6:6-8) 

66 OME, and let us go up to the 

mountain of the Lord ... and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths” (Mic. 4:2, review 
Memory Verse). We cannot yet say that 
about going to Jerusalem to listen to the 
Lord Jesus, so let us listen to His mes- 
senger, Micah. (Arrange an outdoor 
flannelboard scene with a hill or moun- 
tains in the background. If you have no 
scenery, use string or yarn to form a 
horizon of hills. Add the figure of 
Micah used in the last lesson. Place 
a group of people on the opposite side 
of the board.) 

Micah makes the people imagine a 
trial, or court scene, in the great out-of- 
doors. God is on one side (use a figure 
for the Lord Jesus, and remove the 
figure of Micah), and the people (point 
to group on the board) on the other. 
The mountains or hills who have seen 
all that has happened in the country 
are to be the judges. 

First God speaks to the people some- 
thing like this: “Come now, tell your 
side of the matter before these moun- 


tains. Let the hills hear what you~ 


have to say.” Then turning to the 
mountains: “Mountains, listen to the 
Lord’s argument. He has a complaint 
against His people.” 

Now God speaks to the people: “O 
My people! What have I done against 
you? Why are you tired of Me? Tes- 
tify against Me! I brought you out of 
the land of Egypt. I saved you from 
being slaves. I sent Moses and Aaron 
and Miriam to go before you as your 
leaders. O My people! Remember how 
Balak, the king of Moab, tried to hire 
Balaam to curse you, and I made 
Balaam bless you instead. Remember 
all the way; in spite of your sins, I 
brought you to your own country. You 
should see that what the Lord has done 
has been right and good.” 

The people have no answer to that. 
(Move forward one figure from the 
crowd.) But they ask: “What do you 
want when I come to worship the 
Lord? Shall I come to Him with burnt 
offerings? (Place a burning altar be- 
fore the speaker.) With year-old 
calves? (Place a calf beside the 
Speaker.) If I bring thousands of rams 
(flock of sheep) or a million rivers of 
oil (jars), will the Lord be pleased 
because there are so many? Or shall 
I sacrifice my oldest son (figure of 
boy) to pay for my wrongdoing? Shall 
I give my children to pay for my sins?” 
Indeed, children were sometimes sacri- 
ficed by their fathers! 

But what good are sacrifices—no mat- 
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Rachel Saint and Betty Elliot — the first 
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five jungle missionary martyrs did not die 
in vain. 16 pages of dramatic photographs. 
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ter how many—if the heart and life 
are not right? So back comes the an- 
swer. (Move figure of the Lord for- 
ward a little.) “Man, He has already 
shown you what is right. What does 
the Lord expect of you but to be fair, 
to be kind, and to obey your God?” 

Just these three rules for pleasing 
the Lord! “What doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God?” (Mic. 6:8, Memory Verse.) 
Find them in your Bible. This He 
teaches us today about “his ways.” 
(Replace the group on the board by 
figures of children.) 

Are you willing to “walk in his 
paths”? Think back over today, last 
week, last month. How fair have you 
been treating smaller children? Do you 
trade fair? Do you never cheat in 
games? Are you kind even to those 
who do not deserve it? Do you obey 
God’s rules for a holy day, for going to 
church, for obeying your parents and 
teachers? If you learn to “walk in his 
paths” while you are young, you will 
not be ashamed later. (Call attention 
to a recent exposure of dishonesty or 
unkindness.) King Saul lost his throne 
because he thought he could stretch 
God’s rules to please himself (1 Sam. 
15°22). 


Orono, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Codfish Conscience.—O man, what is 

good; and what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly? (Mic. 6:8, 
Golden Text). There was once in Bos- 
ton an old codfish dealer, a very earnest 
and sincere man, who lived prayerfully 
every day. One of the great joys of his 
life was the family worship hour. One 
year two other merchants persuaded him 
to go into a deal with them by which 
they could control all the codfish in 
the market, and greatly increase the 
price. The plan was succeeding well, 
when this good man learned that many 
poor people in Boston were suffering 
because of the great advance in the 
price of codfish. It troubled him so 
that he broke down in trying to pray 
at the family altar, and went straight 
to the men who led him into the plot, 
and told them that he could not go on 
with it. Said the old man, “I cannot 
afford to do anything which interferes 
with my family prayers. And this 
morning when I got down on my knees 
and tried to pray, there was a moun- 
tain of codfish before me high enough 
to shut out the throne of God, and I 
could not pray. I tried my best to get 


around it, or get over it, but every 
time I started to pray, that codfish 
loomed up between me and my God. 
I won’t have my family prayers spoiled 
for all the codfish in the Atlantic Ocean, 
and I shall have nothing to do with it, 
or with my money made from it.”— 
From Prairie Pastor. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


When God Speaks.—Hear ye now 
what the Lord saith (Mic. 6:1). On 
entering a mill the noise of the machin- 
ery stunned and bewildered me. The 
owner of the mill explained the vari- 
ous processes aS we walked along, but 
it was a dumb show to me. I heard 
nothing. He spoke, but I did not hear. 
His voice was drowned in the sur- 
rounding noise. So it is with thou- 
sands of those around us. God speaks, 
but His voice is drowned in the hub- 
bub by which they are surrounded. 
They are awakened in the morning by 
the postman, and before they have time 
for a thought about God or eternity, 
the noise of their own mill is all 
around them. The morning paper ar- 
rives and the roar of the world is 
added to the sound that already exists, 
and henceforth it is whirl and excite- 
ment till evening. When God speaks, 
we must listen—From the Rev. Charles 
Garrett. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


Good Cheer: To Be Continued.—For 
the Lord hath a controversy with his 
people, and he will plead with Israel 
(Mic. 6:2). It is by no means pleasant 
when reading an interesting article in 
your magazine to find yourself pulled 
up short with the ominous words, “To 
be continued.” Yet they are words of 
good cheer if applied to other matters. 
What a comfort to remember that the 
Lord’s mercy and loving-kindness is 
to be continued! Much as we have 
experienced in the long years of our 
pilgrimage, we have by no means out- 
lived eternal love. Providential good- 
ness is an endless chain. All the 
volumes that record the doings of divine 
grace are but part of a series to be 
continued.—From C. H. Spurgeon. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 

When God Sends a Man.—I sent be- 
fore thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam 
(Mic. 6:4). When God sends a man, 
wonderful results follow. “He sent a 
man before them, even Joseph” (Psa. 
105:17), and Israel escaped death by 
starvation. “There was a man sent 
from God whose name was John,” and 
he bore witness to the coming Light of 
the world. How wonderful then when 
God sends a whole family as in the 
case of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam! The 
writer met a lady at a missionary 
conference who had three sons. She 
had to get off three mail-letters each 
week; for one son was a missionary in 
Palestine, one on the northwest fron- 
tier of India and one (at that time) in 
China—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Blocking or Guiding?—That ye may 
know the righteousness of the Lord 
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(Mic. 6:5). Sitting on a fallen tree 
trunk in the woods I observed a large 
black ant crawl leisurely along. In- 
terested in seeing what the insect 
would do, I dropped a piece of cracker 
near it. The falling fragment scared 
the ant and it started away. I blocked 
its way with my finger. It started in 
another direction, and again I blocked 
it, and finally succeeded in guiding it 
to the crumb, which it immediately 
seized and began to devour avidly. 
Doubtless that ant thought the block- 
ing of its chosen path a hardship. It 
may have been rebellious, wondering 
what that big creature was trying to 
do; whereas it was simply a move of a 
higher intelligence to guide it to some- 
thing more beneficial than the end of 
its chosen path, So oftentimes God 
intervenes and intercepts our advance 
on the way that seemeth right to us in 
order that He may direct us to the 
heavenly manna for which He knows 
our souls are hungry.—From Dr. Harold 
S. Laird in the Homiletic Review. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, 
Pa. 


Willing —Wherewith shall I come be- 
fore the Lord... ? (Mic. 6:6.) “But 
what can I do? What can I do?” 
wails someone. I do not know. But 
I know a doctor who gave tracts to his 
patients, a dentist who made his chair 
a witness stand, a barber who testified 
at his work, a mother whose knee was 
a preparatory school for a preacher’s 
sons, a Sunday school teacher who 
failed to get to the lesson but saw 
three pupils saved that Sunday, a 
schoolteacher who made her school- 
house a pioneer Sunday school, a 
farmer who dropped his seeding to 
drive miles to help a soul in distress, 
an ordinary sort of fellow who became 
the Lord’s chauffeur and brought more 
than a score of souls to a meeting. 
Oh, to be willing!—From Choice Glean- 
ings Calendar. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


Lessons From’ Sickness.—Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of 
rams, or with ten thousands of rivers 
of oil? shall I give my firstborn for 
my transgression, the fruit of my body 
for the sin of my soul? (Mic. 6:7.) A 
woman who had been very active for 
many years in the church, and Sun- 
day school, had-a serious illness and 
had to quit all her work. When she 
got well, her minister said to her, “We 
will be so glad to have you back in 
the work again.” “I’ve been wanting 
to tell you something,” answered the 
woman. “Until I had this illness I 
didn’t know one could be very active 
for the Lord, and yet be withholding 
from Him that which He desires most 
of all, the offering of a humble and 
contrite heart, that delights to spend 
time secretly in His presence. I'll be 
glad to take my share of the work 
again, and because of the lessons I 
learned through this sickness, I hope 
to do the work in a way more accept- 
able to Him.”—Told by the minister. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Scarborough, 
Ont., Can. 
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YOU GET MORE 
INCOME AND 
PERFECT SECURITY 


»»:- THE WORLD 
GETS MORE BIBLES 


Get an American Bible Society An- 
nuity Agreement. It is recognized as 
one of the best financial plans ever 
developed. It does wonderful things 
for you—and enables you to do some- 
thing wonderful for the world. Look 
at all the blessings you get! 


@ You get a bigger income than most 
safe investments offer—as much as 
7.4%, depending on age—and you 
begin to get it immediately. 


@ You get a steady, lifetime income 
that never changes, even during times 
of economic uncertainty. 


Blesses You 
and Mankind 





@ You get complete freedom from 
investment worry, expense and pos- 
sible loss. 


@ You get a big income tax deduc- 
tion and your income is largely tax 
exempt. 


@ You get the joy of sharing in the 
American Bible Society’s work of 
bringing the Gospel to people every- 
where in their own language. 
Prompt, full payments 
without fail 
for over a century 
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2nd Reader__..__..$2.75 5th Reader... $3.75 
8rd Reader____.$3.25 6th Reader. $4.25 
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Sermon Outlines 
: a A 


Just what you need—busy 
pastor,seminary student, Bible 
teacher, missionary, young 
people's leader, evangelist, 
Sunday school teacher and Bible 
believer and lover. 


COVERS EVERY 
IMPORTANT BIBLE DOCTRINE 


102 outlines, each completely developed. Scripture- 
centered, easy to present and follow. Complete list 
of 102 subject titles free of charge. You will be 
amazed at their soul-searching scope. These Bible 
Study Outlines conserve your time and give you 
an astonishing revelation of deep spiritual truths. 

Seven series of 14 outlines or more. Each only 
60c, All 7 series yours for $3.50. Order one or all 7 
today. A sample will convince you of the value 
of them all. 


Endorsed by Rev. Wendell P. Loveless, Dr. M. R. DeHaan, 
Rev. Theodore H. Epp and other leading evangelicals. 


THE UNION BIBLE STUDY ASSN. 


P. O.BOX 284-S35 WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 


















This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 694) 


1. The common word is “Hear.” 

2. They proved His righteousness 
and faithfulness. 

3. Balaam sought to curse Israel. 

4. Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 

5. The root of the controversy lay 
in the fact of Israel’s serious. back- 
slidings. 

6. Christ has made full atonement 
for sin. 

7. He asks for obedience to His will. 

8. We may “do justly” only by first 
being justified by God. 

9. I may be justified by acknowledg- 
ing that I have no righteousness of 
my own, and receiving Christ, by faith, 
as my righteousness. 

10. Good works are the resultant evi- 
dence of salvation by grace. 

WEsT PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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For Primary. Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD loves His people. God wants 

His people to love and honor and 
worship Him. Because God is who He 
is, because He lovingly cares and pro- 
vides for His people, we would suppose 
that everyone always would want to 
love Him, would want to honor Him, 
would want to worship Him. But, I 
am sorry to say, that is not so. It is 
not so today. It was not so in the 
long ago. 

One of the prophets who lived be- 
fore the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 
tells us that one day God sorrowfully 
asked His people, “What have I done 
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WILD INDIANS A FEW YEARS AGO 


They had never heard the name of Jesus and one, a yuane 

jungle afraid of the Missionaries. Now these men have been baptized and are trusting 
the Saviour. Their whole appearance is di 
as we see what the Lord has done and is doing among the wild Indians of SAIM 


REACHING JUNGLE AREAS 
It is a gratifying privilege to make Christ known to receptive 
souls in remote areas. Help us reach the Amazon. Tribes in 
South America. Your prayers and aid can bring them savi 

knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. Founded in 1914, the SAIM now has over 118 
missionaries, 29 main stations, Bible Insti in Bolivia, Brazil and Peru, 20 Gospel 
ay Sch hools being opened as the Lord leads. 

Write for interesting monthly bulletin ‘‘Amazon Valley Indian,’ gladly 





boy then, ran into the 
fferent. How can we help being thrilled 
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to you? Why are you tired of wor- 


shiping Me?” (see Mic. 6:3.) Then God 
reminded them once again of something 
that He had done for them. Years before, 
His people had been away from their 
own land. Had they been in their 
homeland, they would have enjoyed 
their homes and their cities and their 
farms. Instead, down in the land of 
Egypt, they were slaves. Oh, how they 
worked! Nothing was their own. 

God did not want His people to be 
slaves of those who did not love Him. 
He wanted His people to be free and 
in their homeland. So, by doing many, 
many wonderful miracles, He got them 
away from their owners and, finally, 
got them back to their homeland. No 
longer were they hard working slaves. 
They were free! God had redeemed 
them—bought them back—from the en- 
emy. He had made them in the first 
place. Then He bought them and 
brought them back home. How could 
they ever forget His goodness to them? 
How could they forget the miracles? 
Once He had even opened up a path 
in the sea so they could get through 
on dry land. How could they forget 
that? How could they forget the way 
He had fed them year after year after 
year? How could they forget how He 
had made their clothing and their shoes 
to wear and wear and wear? These 
things He had done for them. Why 
then, God wondered, did they get tired 
of worshiping Him? 

The answers that God’s people gave 
Him, showed how far their hearts were 
from Him. They answered Him by 
asking questions. “Shall I burn sacri- 
fices to God?” they asked Him. “Will 
God be pleased if I. burn thousands of 
animals? Will He be pleased if I give 
Him ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall 
I give my son to be a burnt offering 
on the altar of sacrifice?” (see vv. 
6, 7.) How foolish they were! Did 
they believe that God wanted great 
gifts from them? Certainly not! 

God answers, “What does the Lord re- 
quire of you, but that you do justly, 
and love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with Me?” (see v. 8.) What? Does not 
God want gifts? No, certainly not first 
of all, at any rate. He wants His peo- 
ple to be something. Later, perhaps, 
they will give something. But when 
they do give, it will be because they 
want to give, not because they feel 
they must give. No, it is not gifts 
that God wants. He wants hearts that 
are perfect toward Him. 

God wants His people to be just. 
This means that in everything we do, 
we should be honest. Lying, cheating, 
being unfair—these things are unjust. 
God hates every bit of it. Giving large 
offerings to missionaries does not please 
God one bit if the giver is dishonest 
at home or at school or at play. 

God wants His people to be kind. 
He wants them to love to be kind. 
He is pleased when we are kind to 
those who particularly need kindness: 
the lame boy, the cross-eyed girl, the 
person who has to wear glasses (how 
unkind it is to call that person “four- 
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eyes”!), the person whose color of skin 
may be different from ours. God loves 
kindness. 

God wants His people to walk hum- 
bly—not proudly—with Him. Whatever 
we have or are we owe to Him. How 
important then that we walk humbly. 
Let me ask you: Are you pleasing God? 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
b 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 25 


4. A Great Cheering Section 
(Heb. 12:1; Eph. 2:19-22) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N THIS series of topics on “What 

Makes a Winning Team,” we have 
seen the importance of having the right 
Leader and Guide, the Lord Jesus; the 
value of proper training and discipline; 
and the necessity of a desire to win. 
This week’s topic calls our attention 
to a factor in winning that is entirely 
beyond the control of the contestant, 
and yet which can have a very im- 
portant effect upon him. 

That the cheering section can play 
a real part in the winning of a game 
is seen in the place given to it by any 
modern school or college. The cheers 
and yells are carefully worked out and 
timed to bring the greatest stimulus 
and encouragement possible to the 
players. Cheer leaders are carefully 
trained and spend many hours of prep- 
aration, and students are encouraged 
to show their school spirit and co-op- 
eration by doing their part in the cheer- 
ing section. 

se 


The Scripture portion from Hebrews 
12 chosen for this week’s topic reminds 
us that the Christian has a cheering 
section from which he may draw en- 
couragement and inspiration as he par- 
ticipates in the Christian race. It is 
very easy sometimes to become dis- 
couraged when the going along the 
Christian way becomes difficult. We 
wonder why we have to bear certain 
trials, and we get the idea that we are 
all alone in our struggle, that no one 
else shares our difficulties, and that no 
one really understands what we are 
having to endure. On the contrary, 
there is a very real cheering section 
that is “rooting” for us. The writer of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews calls it a 
great “cloud of witnesses,” or observers. 
They are following expectantly our prog- 
Tess in the race and watching every 
move. 


ve 


A number of these witnesses are 
named in the 11th chapter of Hebrews. 
They were giants of faith and perse- 
verance and yet, as the closing verses 
of the 11th chapter point out, although 


they received a good report when they 
ran the race of life, they did not re- 
ceive the full blessing that we enjoy. 
Our knowledge of God and our free 
access to Him are far greater than the 
Old Testament saints enjoyed before 
the new and living way was opened 
by the death and resurrection and as- 
cension of the Lord Jesus. 


b 4 


To the cloud of witnesses who are in 
our cheering section we may add many 
individuals of our own times who are 
watching our progress and advance- 
ment. Among these are our godly 
Sunday school teachers, our .Christian 
parents, our faithful pastors, our coun- 
selors, and many others who have 
prayed for us and who are hoping that 
we will run perseveringly and faith- 
fully. Many of these have had to pass 
through the very same kind of trials 
and difficulties that we now are meet- 
ing. They know the discouragements 
that we must face. They are “plugging” 
for us all the way. They are part of 
the team just as we are. 


Me 


The oneness of all who believe in 
and seek to serve and obey God is seen 
also in the second Scripture portion 
chosen for this week, Ephesians 2: 19-22. 
Here Paul likens us all to parts of a 
great building of which Christ is the 
chief cornerstone. Without the faith- 
ful witness and perseverance of the 
saints of old we would not have heard 
of Christ. We are built as it were 
upon the foundation they have laid, 
and as very parts of that building, 
they look to us to complete the struc- 
ture, a “habitation” of God. 

ye 


Hebrews 11:40 suggests still another 
reason why the Old Testament saints 
are interested in our progress. Their 
spirits are with the Lord, but they are 
waiting for the time when with us they 
will receive resurrection bodies (1 Thess. 
4:14-17) and be made “perfect” or com- 
plete. 

we 


Returning to the simile of the Chris- 
tian life as a race, we should realize 
that just as a runner dare not look at 
the cheering section, so we, in the Chris- 
tian race, dare not fix our eyes upon 
our fellow Christians either of the past 
or of the present. It is encouraging to 
know that our friends and loved ones 
and the saints of old are cheering us 
on, but our eyes must remain fixed 
upon the One who mapped out the 
course and who is the “finisher” or 
perfecter of our faith. He has run the 
race before us and He knows every 
difficulty of the way and is abundantly 
able to supply the strength and en- 
durance that we need, if we will look 
to Him for it. 

4 

Let us thank God, then, for those 
who are praying for us and cheering us 
on by their loving concern, but let us 
keep our eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus 
who is our Life. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


September 10, 1960 (Lesson for September 25) 











NEW Y.ORK CITY 


or 


Annual 
missionary 
and bible 


convention 


OCTOBER 2-9, 1960 
GUEST SPEAKERS 


DR. TOZER DR. FLEECE 








MR. WOODS 





REV. MATTHEWS 


REV. KING 


A PERSONAL 
WORD FROM 
THE PASTOR 





REV. REIDHEAD 


For the past 77 years, this Conven- 
tion, to which we are so cordially in- 
viting you, has drawn people from 
both near and far, from many 
churches and denominations. 

Last year scores of pastors attended 
one or more of the meetings. Friends 
from other states came into the City 
and stayed the week. Groups of folk 
drove in from distant towns to spend 
a full day in warm spiritual fellowship. 

There are services throughout the 
day, so that those who are on irregu- 
lar hours or have evening commit- 
ments may still be blessed by the 
ministry of the Word through these 
honored servants. We warmly invite 
you to come, pray, and bring others. 


Write for your free convention bro- - 


chure. 

Paris W. Reidhead, Pastor 
GOSPEL TABERNACLE CHURCH 
Eighth Avenue at 44th Street 
New York 36, New York 
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STONY 
BROOK 
SCHOOL 


“Character Before Career” 


Accredited college preparation for 
boys. Distinctive Christian training. 
Grades eight to college entrance. 
Boys from sixteen states and sixteen 
foreign countries. Full athletic pro- 
gram. 70-acre campus, accessible by 
car or train. Thirty-ninth year. 


For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 


Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 














“lf America Elects A 
CATHOLIC PRESIDENT” 


Awake America! Are we at 
the crossroads?. There i8 an 
issue! Get the startling facts 
each American should know. 
Read this timely and inform- 
ative book by Don W. 
Hi D.D., noted writer 
and Christian leader. Order 
this book i 





y. on-politi 
cal. Alarming? — Perhaps! 
Price 50c 2 copies $1.00 


OTHER BOOKS BY DR. HILLIS 


“THE = eee on Vatican 
Victory in th 35 cents 
“THIRTY ‘nome OF SILVER” 
(On Stewardship) 50 cents 


from your bookstore, or 


DUNHAM PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Findlay, Ohio 





THE LORD IS WORKING 
nw HOLY LAND 





Rev. Leon neat Fae and Geet 
Director, with two of our orphans 

Our obligations to needy children increase. 

Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 

for your cooperation, prayers and help. 

“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 

ING HANDS?” 

HEADQUARTERS: 

The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 
SERGE 
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Digging Up the Past 
(Continued from page 692) 
Waterworks on the crane’s “free day.” 
The work was further facilitated by 
the arrival of a Citroen truck, with 
crane and dumping caissons, generously 
presented by an anonymous donor 
through an American museum. Mod- 
ern archaeology is implemented by 
every mechanical invention, from mod- 
ern cranes to microscopes for analysis 
of materials discovered, as exemplified 
by Sardis and every other current ex- 

cavation. 

In the Biblical reference to Sardis, 
the city is warned that “if therefore 
thou shalt not watch, I will come on 
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know 
what hour I will come upon thee” 
(Rev. 3:3). Our ancient sources throw 
very interesting light on this reference 
to not watching and being suddenly 
surprised: Through failure to watch, 
the high fortified city (acropolis) of 
Sardis was scaled in 549 B.C. by a 
soldier of the Medes, and again in 218 
B.C. by a Cretan. Self-confidence in 
one’s supposed impregnable bulwarks 
can lead to carelessness and to a fall, 
as exemplified in ancient Sardis. 

SEVENTH SEASON AT DOTHAN 

On March 31, 1960, the writer and 
Mrs. Free and our staff moved from 
Jerusalem to Dothan, sixty miles north, 
to begin our seventh season of digging 
at the ancient Biblical site. During 
the past two seasons, we had uncovered 
a large structure that appears to have 
been the administrative building dur- 
ing the Solomonic period (971-931 B.C. 
and following years). We have found 
dozens of jars, actually ninety-six just 
in one room, all of the same size, ap- 
parently a standard measure in which 
taxes in the form of wheat, olive oil, 
and other commodities were received 
at this building in the days of the Bibli- 
cal kings. We were left with one im- 
portant question in this regard: what 
did the local rulers do after the dozens, 
even hundreds, of these jars were 
filled? We found the answer during 
the current season. We discovered four 
different storage bins, underground silos 
as it were, in and near the adminis- 
trative building. They averaged four- 
teen or more feet in diameter, and 
survived to a depth of six to eight feet. 
They could have originally held hun- 
dreds of bushels of wheat, and were 
certainly the ancient solution to the 
problem of the storage of the tax pay- 
ments in wheat and other commodities. 

Also on top of the mound we found 
more of the level that represented the 
city just before the destruction of Sa- 
maria. Samaria, the capital of the 
northern kingdom was beseiged from 
724-721 B.C., as described in 2 Kings 17: 
5, 6, and it is evident from our ex- 
cavation at Dothan that Dothan was 
also taken by the invading Assyrians 
in this same period. Our level 2, rep- 
resenting the city of Dothan taken by 
the invading Assyrians about 721 B.C., 
has superimposed on top of it the re- 
mains of the city that was built after 
the Assyrians took over as the rulers 


This 
level 1 city is characterized by pottery 
identical to the pottery found in the 
Assyrian palace in the region of an- 
cient Assyria, present-day Iraq, right 


of newly conquered Palestine. 


in the period of 700 B.C. In previous 
seasons we have found four jar burials 
from this period, in which small chil- 
dren, probably less than a year old, 
were buried right in the period of As- 
syrian domination. This year we found 
two more such jar burials. 

On the slope of the mound we un- 
covered another section of the Middle 
Bronze Age city wall (2000-1500 B.C.), 
which represented the great rampart 
of Dothan in the days of Abraham and 
the other patriarchs. It would have 
been the city wall in the days when 
Joseph went to Dothan to find his 
brothers, as recorded in Genesis 37: 
17-19. 

One of the special projects for this 
year’s excavation was the uncovering 
of the ancient rock-cut tomb that we 
discovered last year just four days be- 
fore the end of the season. At that 
late date, we organized the three eight- 
hour shifts, working 24 hours around 
the clock like a crash-program in a 
defense plant, in order to investigate 
the tomb. Its discovery had come only 
after going through more than twenty 
feet of stratification to find the great 
Early Bronze Age city wall of 5000 
years ago (3000 B.C.), which faded out 
at this point. In the four days which 
we had to work into this tomb at the 
end of the 1959 season, we were able 


‘ to work our way in only three feet. 


The ceiling had collapsed, probably due 
to an earthquake, and tons of fallen 
stone lay on the objects. Even so, we 
were able to remove enough of the 
fallen ceiling in the three feet which 
we penetrated straight in, and to the 
left and right, so that we could remove 
fifty objects, lamps, bowls, chalices, 
jars, and other pottery vessels, all typi- 
cal of the period 1200-1100 B.C., in the 
period of the Biblical judges. At the 
end of the last season we closed the 
doorway of the tomb with reinforced 
concrete. 

This season we began above the tomb, 
and went through twenty-five feet of 
stratification to come down upon the 
fallen ceiling. This required two weeks. 
After coming to the fallen ceiling and 
removing it, the objects began to appear 
by the dozen, and in the first level 
there were upwards of two hundred. 
In all there were four layers of ob- 
jects, a total of over a thousand objects 
uncovered this season. We took out 
989 objects and there were more than 
twenty additional ones protruding from 
the vertical face. These we left for 
another season, for if you remove one, 
you may see parts of three more peep- 
ing through the hole left by the one 
removed. So, you can’t win—more just 
keep coming up, or out. 

With the great number of objects re- 
covered, it is now possible to state that 
the tomb was in use over a period of 


at least two hundred years, from 1300 , 


to 1100 B.C. In ancient times they 
would open up a tomb after a number 
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of years and re-use it. Often the bones 
and pottery would be pushed aside, 
and new burials made. At this point, 
it seems that the original burial was 
made between 1400 and 1300 B.C. and 
then for two centuries many additional 
burials were added. At places the bones 
were fused together, and one could only 
say there was six inches of bone ma- 
terial, not individual bones. In other 
parts of the tomb we recovered skele- 
tons with the bones easily discernible, 
and could identify eighty-four skulls. 
How many more were in the fused 
bone material, one cannot say, but ‘it 
is evident that dozens of burials were 
made there in the days of the Biblical 
judges. 

A number of bronze objects were 
found, including bronze spearheads and 
bronze daggers. This would suggest 
that this was a soldier’s tomb at one 
period in the rugged days of the Judges, 
when every man did “that which was 
right in his own eyes” (Judges 20:25). 
The 1960 excavations again illuminated 
many of the Biblical periods of ancient 
life. 

One of the striking discoveries this 
season were two seven-fold lamps, one 
of which was kept by the Jordan De- 
partment of Antiquities, and the other 
given to the expedition to take to 
America. The significance of these 
lamps lies in the fact that, earlier years, 
certain Biblical critics, as Wellhausen, 
held that the tabernacle was a fabri- 


cation of late Jewish writers, probably 
about 600 B.C. or even later. With the 
discovery of a seven-fold lamp by Pro- 
fessor Albright at Tell Beit Mirsim, 
from the period of 1200-900 B.C., there 
was objective evidence that the con- 
cept of a seven-fold lamp was hun- 
dreds of years earlier than certain Bib- 
lical critics would previously acknowl- 
edge. With our discovery of two more 
seven-fold lamps from the period of 
1200 B.C., that much more evidence is 
accumulated to support the earlier 
knowledge of the seven-fold lamp, as 
indicated in the Bible. Many other 
significant finds came from the 1960 
excavation at Dothan, but they must 
await another article. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
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The Coming of the Lord 
(Continued from page 688) 


of the Spirit, for revival in the work 
of God at home and abroad. There 
never has been such a coming together 
of those who seek the same things in 
the harvest-field as recent years have 
witnessed. It is doubtful if there ever 
was a period in which there was such 
an unmistakable consciousness on the 
part of those who live closest to Him 
that his return is at hand. Did not 
Christ Himself say that His Spirit would 
show His people things to come? If 
one travels through unfamiliar country 


in company with those familiar with it, 
and one sees them taking down their 
wraps, putting together their books and 
papers, and getting ready to depart, 
one knows that the end of the journey 
is in sight. And when all over the 
world, among the most earnest, active, 
self-sacrificing men and women in the 
mission fields of the world there is an 
inexplicable stirring of consciousness 
that Christ is coming soon, no one can 
afford to ignore it. It is eloquent of a 
movement of His Spirit in the hearts 
of His people, preparing them to catch 
the sound of His footfall, and to wel- 
come His approach. 

If these things are so, then what 
hinders the coming of the Lord?- The 
answer is to be found in His Word, 
“The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, aS some men count slackness; 
but is longsuffering, not willing that 
any should perish” (2 Pet. 3:9). Just 
as when Noah and his family entered 
the ark, the door was kept open for 
seven days in order that those to whom 
the message had been proclaimed might 
yet enter for safety, so the door of 
grace is still open today. The in- 
junction is that we who are the Lord’s 
people should not only look for but 
hasten His coming. Are we seeking to 
spend life to the uttermost in bringing 
in the lost for whom Christ died? It 
may be that He is waiting until the 
last God-marked soul has been gathered 
in by our consecrated service. 





































Announcing a winter cruise 1961 
| West Indies - South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 





throughout. 





September 10, 1960 (Lesson for September 25) 


Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMPRESS OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York January 30, 
1961. The cruise will be for 17 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Fort-de-France, 
La Guaira, Curagao, Cartagena, Cristobal, 
Kingston, and Port-au-Prince. Sight-seeing 
arrangements will be completed for this 
group at the Ports of Call. Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a Director of the Sunday School 
Times will conduct this group. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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CUT-OUT LETTERS 










OF DURABLE COLORED CARDBOARD 


os 25 a+ set. 2” capitals, 180 letters & numbers 
13%” manuscript, 240 letters per set. 
50-4" capitals, $2 per set. Red, black, white, 
green, yellow & blue. Please order a separate 
set for each color & size needed. Order by mail 
or _ write for free samples. c.0.D. is o. 


MUTUAL AIDS, Dept. 419 
1946 Hillhurst Los Angeles 27, Calif. 
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fi HERE NOW! -)Y 
Aldersgate Biblical Series 


—Book-by-book Bible study for thought- 
ful adults in Sunday school classes. 


—A vitally Protestant approach to the 
Word of God; so new it’s news! 


—The answer to a teacher’s prayer— 
direct guided study that guarantees 
personal Bible discovery. 


FREE descriptive Brochure 


LIGHT AND LIFE PRESS 


WINONA LAKE INDIANA 









































YOU'LL ENJOY 4 


YOUR TRIP 
WHEATON 
TOURS 


EACH 
YEAR 


1. Spring Bible Lands Cruise—March 

2. Summer Bible Lands Cruise—June 

3. Europe and Scandinavia—July 

4. South America—July 
Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellow- 
chip. Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify 
which tour. 

Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 


BOX 468 Dept. T90 WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


ALSO TOURS TO YELLOWSTONE PARK, 
GRAND CANYON AND CANADIAN ROCKIES 





SECRETARY WANTED-Female for gen- 
eral secretarial work needed by Christian 
organization in large eastern city. Must be 
capable of transcribing machine dictation 
and assuming responsibility of general sec- 
retarial duties. Reply stating age, experi- 
ence, and qualifications to Room 990, 
P.O. Box 177, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


, September 19 to 25 
Mon.—1 Samuel 15:22, 23. 
Obey and Hearken. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “To obey is bet- 
ter than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams.” We have to live up 
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to the light we have, or we shall never 
be able ta walk in the light of the 


Lord. Many professed friends of the 
Lord are willing to give almost any 
handy sacrifice to the Lord than to 
actually do just what He: ¢alls upon 
them to do. This is because they want 
to blend their ways with God’s ways. 
If we are not “all for Jesus” we shall 
be appalled by the neglect of the Lord 
Jesus. Those who value the price Christ 
paid for their deliverance will yield 
their body a living sacrifice. If the 
Lord has opened your ears, you will 
know what it is to have willing feet 
that want to walk in His ways. Mul- 
titudes will shout “Hooray” to a guide- 
post, who do not follow its directions. 
Multitudes nod to the will of God who 
do not do the will of God. What’ does 
your record show? Pray for Independ- 
ent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions, Philadelphia. 


Tues.—Psalm 82. Justice for the Weak. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “God standeth 
in the congregation of the mighty; he 
judgeth among the gods.” The word 
“gods” here stands for the rulers of this 
visible world. God observes all men 
and trieth all hearts, especially those 
who rule the sons of men. All men, 
especially rulers and leaders, shall have 
to render strict account to the Lord of 
all. God’s authority is not generally 
acknowledged, honored, and submitted 
to by the governments with whom He 
entrusts it. All are servants of the 
God of Heaven and obligated to do 
His will. It is the duty of every Chris- 
tian to pray for them all (1 Tim. 2:1-8). 
And the way to do it is stressed in 
verse eight. Pray for the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, New 
York. 


Wed.—Deuteronomy 10:12-20. 
Keep the Commandments. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Keep the com- 
mandments of the Lord.” This sounds 
like legalism, and many evangelicals 
object to stressing the Law. Let us 
distinguish between the moral law and 
the ceremonial. Let us remember what 
Romans 8:4 says about “the righteous- 
ness of the law [being] . . . fulfilled in 
us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit.” The Law is fulfilled 
in one word. “Love is the fulfilling 
of the law” (Rom. 13:10). “His com- 
mandments are not grievous” (1 John 
5:3). Every Christian who does not, 
by the grace of God, fulfill the Law 
will certainly some day be filled with 
awe. Every breach of God’s law calls 
for the cleansing blood of the Saviour 
(1 John 1:7-9). Pray for Toronto Bible 
College, Toronto, Can. 


Thurs.—Micah 6:1-8. 
What God Requires. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Do justly .. . 
love mercy, and walk humbly 
with thy God.” The requirements un- 
der both Testaments are basically the 
same. But light is very much brighter 
under the Gospel, and more particular, 
too. Converted men under the Law 
walked with God by receiving the grace 
of God into their hearts. Under the 








light of His Word and the precepts of 
the Gospel outline Christian practices, 
Without these fruits of the Spirit, what- 
ever may be our profession, we are - 
minus evidence of a change of heart, 7 
“The righteousness of the law” is ful- © 
filled in them that “walk not after the © 
flesh, but after the Spirit.” Pray for | 
the Trinity Schools of the South, At- ~ 
lanta, Ga. 


Fri—Mark 12:28-34. @ 
Religion at Its Best, — 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Love the Lord © 
thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, © 
and with all thy strength: this is the — 
first commandment.” This is undoubt- — 
edly one of the best Bible texts. to © 
bring sinners to feel their need of the 
Saviour. Dr. R. A. Torrey used this — 
passage with all types of sinners. It % 
deeply affected intellectuals as well as © 
rough and tough sinners. Have your 
needy friends read it and then ask, | 
“What kind of sinner are you?” 
Press for the answer: “Well, according ™ 
to that, I must be a great sinner.” 
Great sinners are the most ready to ” 
feel their need of a great Saviour. 
Pray for Wessington Springs College, 
Wessington Springs, S. Dak. 


Sat—James 4:8; 5:13-19. 
Draw Near to God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you.” 
We either move toward God or away | 
from Him. You can tell which way © 
you are moving by examining your — 
interest in Christ personal, His Word, © 
and holy exercises such as prayer, and ~ 
Christian conversation with God’s peo- ~ 
ple, and witnessing for Christ to un- 
saved people. Many forsake the as- 
sembling of themselves together with ~ 
believers, which is contrary to God’s © 
will (Heb. 10:25). Test your love to 
Christ and His people. Love is the 
supreme test (1 Cor. 13:2, 3). Pray 7 
for Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, 
| ee eS oh 


Sun.—1 Thessalonians 5:12-22. 
Code of Christian Conduct. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Edify one an- 
other” (v. 11). This sums up Gospel 
duties to fellow Christians. Our duty 
to sinners is to bring them to the 
Saviour. Our duty to fellow Christians — 
is to labor to build them up on their 
most holy faith. Sinners need the Sav- 
iour, and saints need to become more © 
like the Saviour. The code of Chris- ~ 
tian conduct given to the above texts is © 
an example of the gracious simplicity © 
of the Lord’s counsel needed by all be-™ 
lievers. Pray for Riverview Academy, 
Shark River Hills, Neptune, N. J. j 


Gospel they walk with the Lord in the J 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun= 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circuld 
tion, advertising, and editorial depa' 
ments; for the writers of lesson article: ’ 
and other contributors; and for Gods 
blessing upon the contents of the papef. 
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DO YOU HAVE $300, 
$500 or $1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tel] us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad. . regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
too. 
* * 2 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 


And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


a share. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 





Write: Annuity Department 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street e Chicago 10, Illinofs 


ge send me, without obligation, information relating to: 





Dept. S-0-36-4 


























O Moody Annuity Plan. Wills. 

Name. Age. 

Address. 

City, Zone___.. State. 
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European Christian Fellowship 
Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been af- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on Maj 
1lth and returning to New York on thé 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many) 
historic cities in all of these countries 
The tour party is limited to thir} 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation 
An informative, illustrated itinerary 
available to those who have interest 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. They, 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harty 
J. Jaeger, Sunday School Times Co., 32 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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